. 4
B2

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SACCO/VANZETTI CASE

PART 8 OF 14

FILE NUMBER : 61-126



SUBIECE —occn/|lpnged

FiLe NUMBER
SECHION NUMBER

-,

4/ -2

&

lo P2~ 7/3

SERIALS




DEPARTMENT OF
' WAsmNG'rO'N' i

. }g-u-—-v,r *u.--n-,-—-ﬁm-l:-»

WY refer to - .
i%. 6521 Ba 1/135

-:"‘E“‘ *"*‘ZT‘

)
J
November 19, 1924, which has been received from the
dmerican Legation at Riga. '
. . ' Very truly yours,
PO ; - /) Ah D
oL . -r -
Enclosure:
;c PR A iy
. opy of report, -
3¢” as stated. AN » 19
4 | | s
J. B, Hoover, Eaquire,
Director, Bureau of Investigation,
Depertment of Justice, ‘ o
: DEG. 29 lSZ‘i.P.M-
Hgshington. D. ¢. Bitalluens G JusTIGE A7
‘ - piviewo 4 Ff,}'z!;— -




‘ ﬂ e

R

’ GIOGRATHIZ nxsranawxa (RUSSIAJ=PEDERATION OF SOVIT?

E T Ak Vi QUYL S . .:..” i
- Jaﬂmxsf“nmm:. LT
{&o o - SORADELYE n. and ni:&! © ‘Zadiesl subversive - Rty
LS ~ . - setivities, T =
[ PR ; A
P :m.i; RENEXED Ar"rnl u[ Pron o Beeo A vwzmr.
. g .
4 - 8O0R2I:  "New “*rime of Ancrioen :Iltica'. prﬂlllll- 2ol
4 s tion of International Revolutionary Rellef —
, : Organizstien (KOPR}, Memsew IZY:ST14, No. 260, P
O P % w3 . Novexber 1( 19: 4 )
& me,v,fgﬁiqﬁﬁ;,g“i ) o
S i - v )
T DB K, a.c.waxg-‘c.
7 o {Initiels ol Offloer preraring grotiire o N3

report). d'ALfalres)e ... ..
REFIZNCT TD MROVIAUS wrrotae, -

Avout three Feurs ago, thanie to the enorgies ef

the dmerione worumen, tie vell of ore of the darkest
deedr of the bourgesia Juvtice of United Stater wmacs up= ;.
lifted, Two of toc w8t popular workmen and revolu- l

tionaries in the state of Vagsachussete, Besco and é

F

Vanzeitl, wera mada the vi:time of an unhesré of,

provooatory, legal proecess, vhioh leaver far behind cvliA
tno As‘r @ lowgrurts, These t+0 morkmen ware arrested
‘for the slcple reusan that thoy knew the value of thcﬁ
bourgesls sullure anc LLGE the, Bed fn thelr hends t11
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Origin of Case Detroit Bu.'reau oi’fice Date 11-15 22

Local Office No. ...Q=2229 ______ Bureau No. &/ZM _________ Other Office No. _________________ j

------------------------------------

Referred to UL S. Attorney o .. Date

U.S. Comm. Warrants Iseweed . ... ... . Date

CNse ol Compissioner,)

Preliminary Hearing_... ... . | il Date

Continued Hearings __..... .. .. . | B Date

Presented to Grand Jury . ... ... Date

Indictment Returned . Date ... .

Arraignment and Plea .. X
SetforTrial ... . ceieiieiee o Date

iNsme of judiae, ot and pl‘u:r.J 777777777777777777

Court Verdiet - i Date

emarks: . Report forwarded 11-15-22. Investigation concluded.
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The Sororedle

T™he Bacretsry of State,

Washington,

un

Beferring to my despated Bo, 964 of Mzcary 16, 1925,
und %o previows daspstades wcpoerning protests of wariows
labor organizstions in Pertagsl sgainst the sondsmna tiom
¢f 2000 sud Vamsettl, I have the honor to treassit hapewith
& 077, 12 triplissts, of & sommuniontien Whieh was Feouk od
¥ s dmariean Gensa) Senerel st Lishen from the Amarehist
Fedaration of Whe CGemiral Begion in Lishan, tegethar vith
sopies of L4 wmclosures, being o lettars sddresasd ¥y the
#ald Ansrghisi Federstion to Fresldant Coolldge.

1 bave the honor to e, Sir,

Yoursobedient ssrvant,

Fred Morris DeAring .

Copy of letter of Pedersoso Anarguieta da Hagleo

Tcloswres:
Cantrsl, with fts molosures.
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thhough I assume yoﬁu have a.lréa.dy received a

“gmr <. eopy, 1'am sending youw heroﬂth the’ -annouhcesment ‘of “ *

22 .2 » mass demonstz_:at ion in connection with the Sacco and -_'--3¢--
- Vanzetti triale - - .. o
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J. E, Hoover, Esquire,

Direoctor, Bureau of Investigatim,
Department of Justice,

Washington, D, C,
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R Sacco and Vanzetti Mﬁs’t“Nof ﬁié’

1:%-5 - "'a'-‘? """* f“ :“ rrﬁ* il

M _MASS. DEMONSTRATION
= SATURDAY “JUNE'5,.1926,.7 P M
- At the Labor lnstltute L

8th and Locust Streets B R
T ', s P r-: A K E R. s A L m S
e - = ub o
Eliza[:eth Gurley Flyon August Claessens, L
Sec’'y Am. Fund for Public Senrwe o L of the Socmlut Part)
Artoro Giovanmits =T E Sormentr
Sec'y Italian Chamber of Labor Secretary Anti-Fascisti Alliance
Henry Corbishley . . ¢ Norman H. Tallentire = “ | e
Defendant in the Ziegler Mmers Case . of the Workers (Communist) Party

The Massachusetts State Supreme Court has refused a new tnal to
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. .

THEY ARE NOW SLATED FOR IMMEDIATE EXECUTION! f '

They are guilty of one crime only. DEVOTION AND LOYALTY 'h)
THE WORKING CLASS. ’

A few days ago they wrote :

“We are and will remain to the death for the emanclpatlon of the
workers; for the ehmmatmn of every form of oppresslon, explontahon l.nd
injustice.” - 23 Fos
, “ONLY THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS——THE PEOPLE~

CAN GIVE US LIFE AND FREEDOM.”

ATTEND THE MASS DEMONSTRATION!
SACCO AND VANZETTI MUST NOT DIE!

ADMISSION FREE wz  Auspices International Labor Defense



e - DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS,

- e . FRDERAL IUII.'I.‘ o
it o smEe
" * e it

R : Boston aune 2 19 W o Rt

R -_— - J& mEar HOO"I'. "! -7 Bﬁ‘\ - b : _ '

- emem— — -..-Director, Bureau or Inveatigation Y e
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_ My dear Nr, Hoover- o , s ) AL SRR
- £ —r& T, ey _'- P RS R "z R T T :
i e limee s n e e qq———

T 3 ,/ ~ A rathe disturbing situation haa uuenw-ﬂ-

N P e i -

S avin——— - — -

) in this district which 1 feel should be brought to your - :
'%;?Eiifnm;tteﬁtien “~fh;;guﬂ= tﬁ.ruégtrare iu gsner*‘ fam;li-- with -

(-
the situation created by the triml in the Massachusetts Btate

Gourt of Sacco and Vanzetti, back in 1831, Thege ﬁen wers --ai-

conviotod or the murder in Bouth Braintreo of two men ‘Par;‘;ﬁ%;ﬁ
.qpnter and Beradelll, committed on I;;Ii 15, 1820. The
oasqé have dragged along from 1921 until the presentﬂt;mq%;m
- , =by‘\reason of many motions for new trial filed by the‘defenae
: igfi ;1 and the pendency of the Defendants' Bill of Exceptions in the )
: ;;;i:i% B8tate Supreme Qourt. These motions have all been decided .;L‘
in favor of the Government, and within a month the Supreme
Qourt has dieallov!ed the defendants'! Exceptions. -

o
At the time of tho trial the defﬁﬁgant Ara s

2 W\ admitted that they were membere of a so-called radical :v
\J/ organization which was, in fact, of & revolutionary characfér.;f
-,

T .
& ! -
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In other words, their organization, whpthor it” waqgcallgd,



3EFi- time was in Touoh “with —and other Agontm :

oeiieven in the overturn of the Government by foroa.o Ioi

"personally took pa.rt in the tria.'l. as Aasiatant Distriot

Attorney for the oounty uhero the- oase~aroao,~and:at that

~ the Department of Justice in conneotion with the aotivities d
of the above organization. There have been no iooal demon- R
strations by the committee which has oarried on the defenso 'f

- of these two men, ‘at least in this district "nntil rooently;"

although the newspapers are constantly reporting boﬁbing -

A Johnson in West Bridgewater, was bombed, some fifteen or o
twenty stioks of dynamite being uuo;—“ond the house wreokod..ﬁ
Johnson was a brother-in—lam and brother ofntwo important
Governmentswitnesses who testified in the above trial. It
seems clear that the bombing was committed by aympathizero
of B8acco and Vanzetti who mistook the samuei\aohnoon establiohrf

QI have mentionod.

o

ment for that of simon'#?hneon, the witness

-

As the time for the exeocution of these two

T D N e W i W e W

men
approsaches, delayed perhaps by additional motions for new o
trisl, I have reason to believe that other and perhaps more
serious demonstrations will be made. Such outrages, of course,
will be matter for the local authorities to take care of.

1f, however, these acts are committed or furthered by en

g

%
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Government ﬁﬁy become 1nterestod;- Ii r111 he 1ntoreated

istio organiration, it occurs ip me ihai'iiCAdei ! ~§,QEE

R Presumably.-any'ay 1f thesse orreﬁie- in roreign oountries
are oommitted by reason of propaganda sent out hy the -

dg:ense committee or their allies in or around this dintrlot: -

PR e PO AR

I have talked with Mr. Dowd this afternoon and am - .
writing you with his full knowledge. nhat I should like to

[, -.;..- -

effect, 1f you have the 1nc11nation and the means at your AR

T

——

Tai e, -

disposal, 1a to inquire into this alleged organization, !1nn SR

r

out 1! posslble ite and, agn
if poasible, what its anticipated activities are to dbe. I -
feel the situation to be sufficiently serious to warrant a
ce;ﬁain amount of investigation now., By thie I do not mean

that Agents should necessarily be specially assigned to the

4 va . 4w
‘-‘w, “u’ T ﬂ&u' b

work, but it may be that the Department has sufficient evidence

already in ite files which 1f collated will give us the
starting point from which we can work in the future.
Thanking you for any advice or suggestion in reference

to the matter, I remain

Very reapectful
- Mﬂ. onmeray,

Harold P. Williams,
United States Attorney,
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Se have, however, fm owr files 8 large mass of utorini
eovering the radicsl movemert in yeurs gond by and in linme with your
suggestion 1 am csusing to have propsred a swmary brief of the Bar

Yanzetti group iz order to soe oxactly what we have,
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Bepartment of Justi..

Burrean of Fuvestigation
INE M OORT P. 0. Box 239, 3 é’
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DATE__c/ef /e > BYspscrafn Juze 5, 1926. 2. NpExXrEn
Director, ; —%/{?é__m / ZjF
Burean of Investigtion, B e
Department of Justice, JUN 131 192¢ ’ -’ ‘\??",
sashington, D. C. ! { {i’ ?
vres s AR R o ) fi
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Under date of the 2nd instant, Mr. Earold P. Willlams, U;F —

Attorney at Boston, lass., aldressed a eomrmmica.t ion %0 you in ref

) ence to the case of Bartolomeo Vanzetti{ and~Nicola Sacco, defendants
in a murder case in Massachusetts who are now awaiting sentence under
conviction of murder in the first degree, the penalty for which calls for

. electrocut ion,

t in 1920 there wae orrenized in Roston
N A hs W e WARSAL Y m“u‘!\-‘- Add AW W L) “

Q
bedy known as the Sacco-Vanzetti Defence Committee, which circularized
the entire radical world, and, as you will recall, fromreports rendered
by the Depdartment of State, demonstrations were made against American
governmental representatives in foreigm countries.

! Mr, williams brought up this matter yesterday for the reason
that on the morning of June 1st, current, the home of a Mr, Johnson at
Eridgewater, Mase,., wes dbombed, the house wrecked ami considerable dam-
age done in the viecinity. The State authorities feel certain that the
crime was committed because of eglitation on behalf of Sacco and Vanzetti,
althouweh in this particulsr case the house selected was that of a brother of
an important government witness st the trial, a mistake in selection having
been made,

had of that case and later, whije the ¢ase was pending on various motions
for new trial, wes the District Attorney of that county and naturally
knows considerable of the element involved because of his experience with
the dif ferent members of the defence committee,

4) Mr, #iiliams was asglstant county attorney when the trial was

In referring to his letter, which explains the entire situat ion,

it occurred to the writer that were the same to accord with your view of
the situstion, the New York C1+v office of the Burean might be asked to

Vg ¥ A whe g - ———

instruct any under—-cover operativea it may have to comentrate upon the
matter of securing all information poesible with reference to Italian
anarchist activities on behalf of 3acco and Vanzettl, as I feel that wherever
the trouble, if any may arise, it will be directed from New York or else
will be eventually reported to radical circles in that city.
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Also, if the Bureau in acceding to the suggestions of Mr. '
Williams, has in mind the probability of sending an Itm B’) o
agent or agents to this city, permit me to suggest that .
of the Pittsburgh office, is most thoroughly familiar with the entire
Italian situation in Boston amd although he might not.be available
for under—cover work, for the reason that it is possible that he be~

came know while in Boston far several years, nevertheless his
knewledge of the inmividusls involved is exceptiomal,

The undersigned is merely submitting these suggest ions for
your consideration in econnection with the cumminication of U, 8.
Attorney Williams,

Very -truly yours,

3
-

Special 4gent in Charge,
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f_' Fest, 1 commmisatad with Unltu States Attormay Willisms Yy
~lemg distanse and explaimed the situatien o him. Wr, Williams

mtu t0 me over the pasae that he theught it would be inadvipe
@ble for him to eonfer with tho sttornay fer Saceo and Vansetsi
a8 In view of his previcus conneption with the prosecution of the
8as%, mny decision msde by him might bs slatmed t0 be prejudiced
Wy the sounsel for the Gofsmse. MNr. Williams stated, however,
Shat be weuld de vory glad indeed to go over the files with Nr,
¥est and to tiem advies us us to his views in the msttor.

1 am attsehing hereto for your jnforzation s oepy of &
somrurication received by me from United States Astorney ¥Williams

selative to thia matter;, ¥Yeu will note that further mord i o5

pocted from him and as soon as it u regeived 1 will promptly ad-

. vise yeu,

Respest fully,

Divector,

Banl, : ' N
. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 02\
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Washington, B. &, Juy 6, 1926.
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‘> I am sttacning bereto for your infomation

a8 subsejuent communication received by me from United

States Attorrey willlams at Boston dated July 1st
waich has rererence to the Sacco-Vangzett!i matter,

T Very truly yours,

y . ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
C RERE IS ENCLASSIFIED

DATE cfzdf L BY sex s

\
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" Desr Nr. Dowdy o

, I sm enolosing herewish s 807y of 8 oo-muniestion
yocsived 2y the stsorney Qenerel from ir, Williem G, Thomp-
aon, sounzel for the doferdants in she Bacod-Tanzotti case.
Tidc is tne meticor sbout woick 1 wired you 8 few doys ago,
fostrRating ige:t -cst $o aonfer with United listes aticrmey
Filliacne. T o

I wish that you wez:ld show shis lotter to Apmt
Weet amd slso have hir disenss t2s matter with ir. Williems
sid thén write we fuily as 40 amy imfoniation er fasts
which wight he OF asbistance 9 ws in prepariag am snbwor
to Hr. Thompaon, '

Kindly give bals metter your immediate sttention,

Vory truly yours,

Pirest ave /%\
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P LCOoOPRY
THOLPSON, SPRING & MEARS

TREMON? BUILDING

L4

UL  BogTOR, wse, “uly 3, 1926,
Hon, John &. Bargent, . : N
Attorney General of the Unlted State;, \ } %
Washington, D.C. . /j

Dear 3inm

At the suggestion of Senator Butler I am writing to you to inquire
whether Xr. William J. West, now a Special Agent of the Depariment of Justice
in Boston, may be authorised to talk with me concerning the Sacco-Vanzettd
capse, and to show me whatever documents and correspondence are on file in his
office dealing with the investigations made by the Boston Agents before, dur-
ing and sfter the trisl of Sacco and Venzetti, which oocurred in June and
July, 1921,

On July 1, 1926, 1 took an affidavit of Wr. Fred J. Weyand, who was
a Special igent of the Dopartment in Boston both before, during, and after the
trial of Sacco and Veamsetti, but is now a Special Agent of the Attorney Gen-
eral's office of the state of usine, His affidavit tends to incicate that
there was close cooperuiion between tna boston Agents of the Jepartment, 6s-
pecially ar. west, Bnd wr. Katzmann, the District Lttorney, ln the prosecution
of Sacco and Vangzetti: and also that there was at least considerable doubt in
the minds of some of the local Agents of the Department whether Sacco and Van-
setti were guilty of murder, or merely of being radicals. Mr. Weyand refers
t0 correspondence and reports, the originals or duplicates of which are still
on file in the coston offics. It would be of great assistance to me in es-
tablishing what I believe to be the truth in this matter if I might have ac-
cess to those files.

For your informetion i will say that the present motion for a new
trial is besed upon the confession of one Celestine ¥. ledeircs made at the 57
Dedham jail in sovember, 1925, to the effect that he amd his assoclates c
not Sacco and Vanzetti, are the men who committted these murders. One&
an associate 0f xedeiros in e subseguent murder committed in Wrentham in
November, 1924, has made &n affidavit stating that iedeiros several times
told him sbout the South Braintree crime, and implicated members of the sc-
called "Morplli gang” of Frovidence, or some of them, as his associstes in
that crime. Aedeiros himself subsequently stated to me some of the detalls of
the crime, and efterwards swore to the statement, which has been filed as an
affidavit, On June 28, 1926, his deposition was taken on direct and cross
interrogatories at the Dedham jail; and on July 2, 1926, he was sentenced to
desth in the week beginning September 8th next for the murder of ir. Carpen-
ter at the vwrentham zank in lovember, 1924. He hss steadily refused to dis-
close the identity of nis associmtes in the South Braintree crime, but has
repeatedly confessed to personal participation in the crime,

I dig not come into tnis case until after the trial, but I d4id ergue
in tane Su .rpeme Lourt of tris state the exceptions of tie defendants taken at
the trial and to the cverruling of certein subseguent motionse 4 study of the
testimony and of the .ffidavits obtained by myself end ussociates in su.vort of
the present motion, snd consideration of the wiole cese, has led me to believe



-2‘

tiat these two men, although redicals, and possibly proper subjects for de-

““portetion under the existing.lsws, Bad nothing te de with the South Sraintree
marders, and thst their execution for those smrders would be and would de re-
garded by very large numbers of persons in this country and throughout the
world as being not only &s & miscarriage of Justioe, but as in effect a
punishment of these men for their opinion. I need hardly ssy that I have no
sympathy with their radiocsl spinlons; dut 1 feel that it 1s of the utmost
importance that the whole truth in reference to the specific crime of which
tiey 2re accused should be disclosed.

Bespectfully yours,

{signed) Wme G. Thompaon,

y
b
, (
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JOHN EDGAR HOQVER

DIRECTOR
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with rexpzrd to the attached communication wd=-
dressed to you from ar. william G. Thompson which was
routed to the Bureau, 1 esswne tnat you will want to

consider the memorandums

date of July

which I addre
=nd end July 6th and with

ssed to you under
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. 4 WILLIAM G. THOMPSON
THOMPSON,SPRING & MEARS e e nonmse
COQUNSELLORS AT LAW
133-1139 TREMONT BUILDING

TELEPRONES HAYMARKET D884 -0083

SEOROE E. MEARS

Boston July 3, 1926

Hon. John G. Sargent,
Attorney General of the United States,
Washingtorn, D, C.

Dear Sir:
At the esuggestion of Senator Butler I am writing you to in-
quire whetiier Mr. William J. West, now a Special Agemt of the Depart-
) ment of Justice in Postorn, nzy te authcrized to tal X with me concern-
ing the Sacco-Vanzet+i case, and to show me whatever documemts arnd
— correspondence are cor. file in Lis office dedl ing with tl.e investiga-
tions .zade Tty the Boston zrents before, during, and afier the trial
of Secco and Venzetti, which occurred in June amd July, 1921.
- Cn July 1, 192€, I tock an affidavit of Mr, Fred J. Weyand,

who was & specicl agent of the Departuent in Boston totk before, dur-

(=

e - d " -
ng n fter t trial o

- V-~ E - < - LA
, and after tie 1

Sacco and Vanzetti, but 15 now & spvecisl

agent of tie Altiormey General's office of the State of Laire. His af-

fidavit ternds to indicate that there was close cooperstion between
e e et =T

the Boston agents of the Department, especi ally ir. West, and ir,

o
Katzmann, the District Attorney, in tle prosecution of Sacco and

—

Vanzétti; and also that there was at least considerabl t in the
N——__—_‘ L.

- minds of some of the local agems of the Department whether Sscco ard

A s

Vanzettl were guilty of murdexr, or merely of being Radicsals. Ur,

———

Weyend refers to correspcndence and reports, the originals or dupli-

cates of which are still on file inthe PBoston offige

It would be

v W e WA v W

of great essistance 1o me ir establishing what I believe to be the

truth in this matter {f I might have access to those files,

——
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Hon. J. G. 8, -2~

For your informetion I will say that the present motion for
a new trial is based upon the confession of one Celestino P, Medeiros
made at the Dedham Jail in November, 1925, to the effect that he and
his assocliates,and not Sacco and Vanzetti, are the men who commit ted
these murders. One- an associate of Medeiros in & subsequent

murder coamitted in Wrentf’xm in Fovember, 1924, has made an affidavit

stating that Medelros seversl times told him about tihe South Brain-
tree crime, and implicated members of the so-called "Morelli gang" of
Providence, or scwe of them, as his associates in that crime. Medeir
himself subsequently stated to me some of the detaile of the crime,
and afterwards swore to the statenent, which has been filed g8 an af-
fidavit. On June 28, 1926, his deposition was teken on direct and

eross Iinterrogestories at the Dedham Jail; and on July 2, 1926, he wasB

senterc

d to deavh in the week beginning September 8th nexi for the
murder of Mr. Carpenter at the Wrentham Bank in Ngvember, 1924. He
has steadily refused to disclgse the identity of hi®s associates in
the South Braintree crime, but has repeatedly confessed to personal
participation in the crime.

‘I 4id not come imto this case until after the trig, but I
did argue in the Supreme Court of thie state the exceptiors of the de-
fendant® taken at the trisl and to the overruling of certain subse-
quert wotioms. A 8tudy of the testimony and of the affidavits ob-
tained by myself and assoclates in support of the present mot ion,
end conaideration of the whole case, has led wme to believe that these
two men, although Radicals, and poesibl y proper subjects for deporta-
tion under the existing laws, ned nothing to do with the South Brsain-

tree murders, and thet their execution for tlose murders would be and



Hon. J. G. 8. -3

would be regarded by very large numbere of persons in this coumtry &mn
throughout the worfg not ‘only as & miscarriage of Justice, but a8 in
effect a punishuent :f these men for their opiniors. I need hardly
say tnat I have no sympathy with their Radical opinions; but I feel
that it is of the utmost importance that the whole truth in reference
to the specific crime of which they are accused should be disclosed.

Respect fully yours,

VS 27 S
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OGAR y.OOVER

P wicTor -
Depariment of Anstice
Rurean of Anvestigation
Washingtow, D. d. July 12, 1926, ¢
1 0
’
V \¢
* o

AL CGRLNDUN FOR THE ATICRLY GiRiFsL,

I gm attaching hereto for your informetion &
~ copy of a communication dated July 6th received by me
5\) from my sgent in vharge at Boston which is a comment
uror the lester addressed to thig Dewvsrtmoent hv w¥le e

upon the levter addressed this nartment wle
~ « Thomnson, attorney for Sacce and Vanzetti,

I thowht that you would want to consider
this comeunication defore making & reply to Zr. Thomvson's
letter, which I returncd t0 you with my memorandum of the
S5th instent,

r—————

Respectfuily,

" ALL INFORMTION CONTAINED ﬂ “T Hoouen
HEREN (€ INCUSSFED
m“ ‘ ufﬂ 62 BY_? Lircctor.

=ncle

L. 7 S\
P A
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Bepartment of Justice
Burrean of Inveatigation | JuL 138 1926 |
: S
P. 0. Box 239, mﬂplmnm

Boston, Mass,.

e/~/2 bn 7/—5

8, 1926,
Director, ApTRTTIeT “‘?E‘\‘CIstuly '

Bureau of Inwestigation, #'% l‘T""t"J‘G ) el ents bR
Department of Justice, ;;;_ - sk 0 ~. e
D. - e e _&_—%_.ﬁ" 2 —

Wshington, Co DATT 1izjminy ;‘r —
Dear Sir: FERSD N TG0 S TNk L

Acknowledgment is hereby made of the receipt of your commu~
nication of the 6th, current, inclosing copy of a letter addressed %o
the attorney-Gemeral by Mr, William G, Thompson, attorney for two de—
fendants Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vansetti, whe, in 1921, were con-
victed of a charge of murder in the Superior Court of Norfolk County,
at Dedham, Massachusetts,

In your letter you instructed that I show the copy of Mr,
Thompaon's letter to Special Agent West, instruct him to discuss the [
matter with Harold Williams, U, S. Attaney, at this city and wire
you fully on the pud ject matter.

Due to the fact that Agent West was not able to smee Mr. Williams

~—on July 7th, 1926 and the further fact{ that his presence at Rolyoke, Mass,

on July 8th, 1926 was made necessary on official Business I conferred with
Mr, Williams, )

I bave just come from a conference with him ard he is of the
same mind as he mas on June 30th and July 1st, on which dates he wrote
you on one phase of the Sacco=Vanzettl came. After reading the report
submitted to him at that time by Agent West he was of the conclusion that,
in the absence of a request for some specific report it would not be ad-
visable to permit Mr. Thompson to examine the great amowmt of reports in
this office on the ground that such reporis were confidential and ecould
not furnish anything in the nature o rew evidence, Mr. Williams still
feels that it would be imdvisable to turn over to Mr, Thompson the re~
ports on file in this office on the Sacco~Vanzetii matter in the absence
of a raquest far same particular report or reports and in the sbsemce of

‘making known just what he wants,

The matter adverted to in your letter and in that of Attorney
Thompson has received the careful consideration of the undersigned, who
fails to note anything that would bve of assi stance, from his view-point,
to the defense counsel in the mature of newly discovered evidence as
ground for a new trial in the courts of this Commonwealth,

L L e ——
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In compl iance with instructions from you, under date of
October 24, 1921, in your letter initialed JEH-LMR, a complete summary
of the case was tranmmitted by Jpecial 4gent W, J, West in a report dated
October 29, 1921, This repart has been reviewed dy U, 8. Attorney Barcld
P. ¥Williams, of Boston, who, it will be recallel, was at the time of the
trial in the State court an assistant county attorney anml later district
attormey for the county of Norfolk, and Mr. Williams agress with this of=-
fice that thare i» nothing in the report of evident fary value to the de-
fense. It is also desired to point out that, in view of the fact that
there is nothing cantained therein of value to the defense, no good reason
can be seen for disclosing to the pubtl ic certain matters of a confident ial
natwre. ”’

: ¢

Again, to review the 8tate's case, aml for your information,
it may be stated that the defendants, Sacco and Vanzetti, were on July 14,
1521, found guilty of first degree murder in the Norfolk County Superior
Court at Dedham, Mass., the offense alleged to have been comnitted at South
Rraintree, Mass., on April 15, 1920, In addition to that, the defendant
Bartolomeo Vanzetti was found guilty, in another case, of an attempted high-
way robbery at East Bridcewater, Mass., and is now serving a lentence of
fifteen years on that charge.

At that time in 1920 a Mr. Frederick Katzman was district attomey
for the counties of Narfolk and Plymouth and Mr. Harold P, Williams was then
his assistant, and My, Katzman was later superseded by Mr. Williams, who was
elected district attorney for the same district, the latter holding that
of fice, as is recalled, during the period of arguments of various motions sub-
sequent to the comvict ion,

As nearly as can be recalled, the two defendants were arrested at
or near Brockton, Mass., on the evening of May 6, 1920, On Decembear 24, 1918,
an attempt wzs maie {0 hold up the poymaster of the L. Q. White BShoe Company
at East Bridgewater, Mass., anl, after an exchange of shots, the culprits
excaped in an automobile, On April) 15, 1920, the paymaster and guard of the
Slater and Morrill Shoe Company, of South Braintree, Mass,, were held up,
$15,000. stolen, and the murder committed, Subsequently an automobile, al-
leged t0 mve been thy' one used in both instances, ani said to have been the
property of e llikq‘, oda, an Italian who was naver located, wmas foaund in the
wood s near Bridgewater, Mass, A trap was set to aspprehend Boda, who hed a
car in the /earage of one Johnson at Bridgewater, and, on the evening of May
6, 1520, ee men called, two of them being the defendants and the third,
ome Orciani, later dimcharged for lack of evidence., At the time of their ar-
rest by)‘ the Brockton police both defendants lmd loaded revolvers on their
persons and one of these figwed in the trial, if remembered carectly, as
the death deal ing weapon. Sometime in 1920 Vanzetti was tried, found guilty
of the firet offense of attempted highway robbery and sentenced to fifteen
years at the State Prison, and, a3 stated, dboth defendants were convicted on
the second charge, that of murder, on July 14, 1921.
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At the time of their arrest, in addition to the loaded weapons,
both defendants are alleged to have had upon their person a notification
concerning a meeting (Radieal} to be held in Brockton, Mass. It is de-
sfred to point out that sanetime in ck, 1920, oﬁarubmta, two
Italian amrchists, namely, BobertoyElia and indreaiSalsedo, were arrested
in New York City by the U, S, Immigration Serviee, as alien anarchists,
anml, it is assumed, these men had been the subjects of investigation Yy
the New York City office of the Bweau, Sometime in April or May of 1820,
Balsedo committed suicide by jumping from the fowrteerth floor of the Park
Row Building in New York City, and, it was claimed by the two defendants -
later dur ing the trial in 1921 = that they had interested themselves in the
defense of their com—patriots, had arranged meetings on their behalf, collected
funds, etc., which accounted for their possession of allegedly radical 1lit=-
erature, later found in their homes, although at the time of their arrest it
appears that they told conflicting atories, The possession of loaded fire-
arms figured largely in the trial and the same was commented on by the Court,
if the writer is advised correctly. This apparently was damaging evidence,
C we now assume, from inquiries mmde, that counsel far the defense wishes to

account for the possession of such weapons on the ground that the defendants
feared arrest by Agents of the Bureau, and, as they probably claim {aml this
f8 not charged to their counsel) that they belleved that if apprehended they
d meet with bodily harm, nt =

In this cormection, it is desired to point out to you that 3pecial

A ..a. W 4 an Lo

west, o thie ux.l..l-ce, who at that time w¥as I.uurmi.g.uxy conversant with

the trend of such matters in this district, never heard of either defendant,
elther in or out of the anarchist organizations, in this district up to the
time of their arrest and never knew that such peraons existed. In fact all of
the information developed ws secwred after the formation of a so-called
"Defense Committee™ in the summer of 1920 and during and after the trial in
Further, as you probably Ikmow, the Boston office had no knowledge of
reat of Elia and Salsedo in New York City, the first intimation of the
same coming thr augh newspaper reports on the death of the latter. Further,

the RBoston office, which cansad s mumher of arrasta of alien Comminists in
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Jamuary of 1920, wae not conducting axy so-called drive on Italian anarchists
in the Spring of 1920 or at the time of the arrest of the two defendants.

In reporting to you that dgent West, of this ofYice, never heard of these
two men until their arrest, it {8 not our intention to claim that the mmes
of either or of both never appesred in any report emanating from the Bostm
of fice priar to April of 1920, as such a name or pames might have appeared

A .2 incidentally in cormection with an investigation of a similar nature, and the
\\/ filea of this office at that time cmtained merely an inlex of the caption of
- the report. It canbe said, however, that they were certainly not sufficient-
ly active to come to the uttention ct the office up to that time in any matter
of ary importance.
]

The ir counsel, Mr, Thompson, in the opening paragraph of his letter,
asks access to "whatever documents am correspondence are on file dealing with
the investigations made by the Buston agents before, during and after the
trial”. In reply to this, it mmy be atated that the office has at lenst one
drawerful of reports on anarchistic activities coming to its attention during




LY

' Director o -t~ ‘ 7/8/26.

and after the trial, most of which, it was feli, were cawsed by tha so-called
Dafense Comnittee, and all of which is of a confidential nature, but none of
which 80 far as we can ascertain has any bearing upon the facts at issue
between the Commonwealth and the defenfants.

Attorney Thompson refers to an af fidavit of former Special Agent
Weyand, formerly of this office, in which the allegation is mmde or an in-
dicaticn at least that there was ™close co-vperation between the Bomton Agents
of the Department, especially Mr, West and Mr. Katzman, the District Attomey,
in the prosecution of Sacco and Vanzetti; anl als o that there was at least
considerable doubt in the minds of some of the local agents of the Department
whether Sacco ant Vansetti were guilty of murder, or merely of being radicals”.

It i8s needless to state that there has alwmys been and probabdly
- always will e a comity of interests between this of fice ami the offices of
. county attarneys thr oughout our district, and, in the interest of the Federal
Government, such must exist, particularly in cases of com—current jurisdiction,
In this case, however, it must be stated that it was a case within the juris-
diction of the State solely, a clarge of mwrder, and you are unoubtedly aware
of the fact that, even if assistance was asked, this office would not be in a
position, if a llowed, to furnish a man or men experienced in the investigation
of murder cases a8 very seldom does such a case ariee within the jurisdiction
of this office, while, on the other hand, all caunty attorneys in this State,
= bave assigned to them, the same as in this case, experienced members of the
Massachusetts State Detective Force who are dealing castantly with crimes of
violence, v e

o ‘ While these deferndants were arreated on May 5, 1920, it wms not until
* \ November ar December, of 1920, that Agent Weat of this of fice conferred with

" District Attorney EKatzman, in reference to them, and that in the fallowing
manner:

On September 16, 1920, a bomb waB exploded in Wall Street, Wew York
City, killing thirty odd persons, At that time Mr., Gearge F, Lamb was division
superintendent of thet district, which also numbered Boston as a sw-office,
Special Agent West was assigned to New York City for mbout one month in September
and October of 1920 in connection with the investigation of that affair, he being
one of a large number who were callel for that duty, and while there Mr. Lamb
advised that he thought 1t would be advisable to place an informant in wither

v P I T ad Tiadlimem mlnmara Hanmm weem =mceo
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fined, not that either defendant would know anything about the alleged crime but,
in view of the notoriety which was being given to their activities as anarchists
in the panat am as the entire movement seemed to center around them, it appeared
t0 him that the propar man might obtain sane Information from the many visitors,
This assumption appeared tenable in view of the fact that any clue at New York

appeared hopelesa, Therefore, in NHovember or December, 1920, an informant re-

ported to this office from Mr, Lamb and was placed in the Dedham jail but unfor-
tumtely was not a person fitted foar such work and within a week or 80 had to be
removed. This occasioned the conference with the District Attornmey, Mr. Katmman,

who was agreeable to the same in view of the enormity of the New York erime.
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Concerning that portion of Mr, Thompson's 1l gtter wherein he
refers to an af fidavit in his possession made by Fred Weyand, and in which
Weyard intim=tes that agents of the Boston, Mass, Office of the Bureau were
1h doudbt s to the guilt of Sacco and Vansetti it seems reasonable to con-
sider of what value this opinion would be to Mr. Thompson as material in
any plan he advances in his efforis to secure & new irial. ©Fot ome agent
of thie office ever conducted any investigation of the crime for which these
mn stand convicted and not one scintilla of evidence ever came to the files
of this offfce which offered any basis for any inlividuasl opinion entertained
or expressed by any agent on the guilt or innocence of these men, In fact as
far as 1 can gather 1t scemed to Ve the opinion of the agents that they be-
lieved S8Sacco amd Vansetti gullty of the murder altho this opinion could only
have resuilted from scrutiny and study of press reparts of the trial from day

to day.

Pr ior to the employment of My, William C. Thompson, who is un-
doubtedly an able trial lawyer in good standing in this district, the defense
had engaged Zor several years an attorney mamed Fred Moore, who ad been an
assistart t o Attorney lVarrow in the trials of I, W./¥. members on the Pacific
Coast some years back. Mr, Moore in 1920 or 192] attempted to ascertain the
mme and address of the informant from Agent Weat, but was referred to his
divisiom] chief, Mr, lamb, at New York City, by then Agent in Chmrge Hamrahan
of Boston,. NM

Special “gent Fred J. Weyand, you will recall, with others, was
dropped from the rolls of this office on ar abouwt July 1, 1924, Prior to
leaving, am while he was still in the service of the Government, he attempted
t0 learn from Agemt West the name and address of the informant, tat suspecting
his motive, was not informed. Incidentally he sent to Agent Weet a person
mamed Ruszimenti, and Italian, and a friend of Mr, ¥eyand's, with same foolish
pretext for ascertaining the desired information, which was refused,

Beference ls made in the communication of Mr, Thompson to ¥r, Weyand
as being a Special Agent of the Attorney—Gemeral of Maine, In explamtion of
that of fice, the witer umerstands that the Attorne y~General of that State
has been empowered to engage private detectives from time to time and issues
sach cards to them, paying them when employed. A recent rumor, as yet not con=
firmed, is to the effect that Mr, Weyand was released from such position for
gome reason ar other. However, any information which Mr. Weyamd has or will fur-
nish is or will not be reliable, anl will be actuated, it is felt, by his hoa-
tility to the office by reason of his separation from the service.

4t the presemt writing I am informed that there has been furnished
to Attorney Thompaon certain alleged facts with names and dates, all of which
make it appear that he has Imd nceess to reports of this Burean or what are
alleged to have been reports of this Bureau,

It is possible, of course, that former Agent Weyand made up some
sort of memoranium from a diary which he usmally kept, although my infermant
stated that in view of the dates and nare = set out he was of the opinion
thmt Mr. Thompson had access to what purported to have been reporte, although
the infomant did not actually see the reports themselves,
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At the present witing I am also advised that by toamorrow Mr,
Thompson will have an affidavit concerning the alleged activity of the
! : the office in the case from former Special Agent in Charge lawrence
Letherman, who, also left the service on or about July 1, 1984,

Today forme Agent John B, Hamrahan called at the Bureau offioe
and advised of the receipt of a letter from Mr, Thompeon, stating that
¥r. Weyand lad made an affidavit and wished to have him call, which he aid,
He will keep the office advised of what is desired from him,

™is matter was first brought to my attention a few weeks ago
by Special Agent West, of this office, who lad been appromched by Attorney
Bdward Flavin, Mr, Weat informing me of it at the same time. Mr, Flavin-
is an atiorney in the large law office of former Mayor Eathan Matthews, in
which office Mr., Thompson is also located, Mr. West advised him that while
. ther e was nothing that he knew of in the case that would be of ary value
with relation to the case of the Commonwealth, he could not in any event
disclose to Mr, Thompson infermation of any kind as it belonged to the Gov
ernment ard not to him. Mr., Flavin felt assured this was so but wanted to
know if he would merely appear to listen to what Mr, Thompson had to say
but was infomed that he could net do that for the reason that it was a
State case ard while a representative of this office such a conference mig
not be propera
Since then Mr, Thompson has wanted to know the address of Mr,
George E. Kelleher, who cannot ve of any assistance to him in this case for
: the reason that Mr, Kelleher left this office, if recalled correctly, shortly
) after the arrest of the defendants upon an official assignment to Alaska.

A

e
1

On July 6th an investigator called at this office asking for

Special Agent Jonn J. Daly. ¥r. Daly, se you knew, was forrerly in charge

at Providence, R. I,, and has been attached to this office since the Fall of
1924, The undersigned interrognted the caller and ascertained that he was a
private detective in the employ of Attorney Coouney of Providence, R. I. and,
incidentally, warking for Lr. Thompson,

This ealler showed Agent Jaly a telegram from Thomas J, Oallsghan,

' opera.tive in charge of the U, S. Secret Service at Chicago, addressed to
Attorney Cooney, from which it appeared that Cooney was inguir ing of Callaghan
what he, Callaghan, could relnte concerning one tro, supposedly the subject
of an 1nvest1@t1cm m a charge of impersonation of a Government officer during

— the time that Mr, Callaghan was Special agent in ckharge of the Bureau at Provy—
/\U id I, It appears that Mr. Callaghan referred Mr, Cooney to
Y an operative of the U, S, Secret Service at Providence, R+ I., who

professed igmorance of the metter and suggested that they take up the matter
with Mr. Baly, This investigator scught to learn what this office had in its
file in reference to this person, and, in particular, any connection he had
with one Medelros and some unknown woman,
\
1 interrcgsated this investigator and learned that Mr. Cooney was
conducting certain investigations for Mr, Thompson and hoped to show that
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Tatyo, Medeiros, the unknown woman, and several unknown associates, were
responsible far the crime for which Sacco and Vanzetti had been found guilty

and are now awaiting exscution. Needless to say, he was given no information but
advised to hare Mr, Cooney or Mr. Thompson take the matter up with you.

¥ith reference to the third paragraph of Mr, Thompson's letter
relative t0 one CelestineiMede iros and the "Norellifgang™, it may De stated
that the office knows nothing of that other than what is containal in the let-
ter and carmot comment upon the same.

Since I started the preparation of this letter an. infomant who
has been to the office of M, Thanpson and read the affidavit of Fred Weyand
has advised me that the alfidavit is prepared in langusge and seis forth in-
cidents and the dates of their happenings so mimtely and with such accuracy
that it does not scem that the affidavit could Imve been prepared from infor—
mation, on the radical situation, retained in the mind of Fred J., Weyand ami
it i the impression of the informant that in same mannear Mr. Thomps an has
had recourse to reports of this Bureau aml in this connection I invite your
attention to that portion of this letter aprearing heretofore wherein reference
is made to the interest shown by Fred J. Weyand, while attached to this office,
and on whick occasion he sought to secure from Mr. West the mame of the under=-

cover man placed in the jail at Dedtem am! appeared aggrieved because he could

not secure this information, At the time this occurred, I dare say, Mr. Weyand
could have secured radical reports from this Bureau or mmde transcripts of them
in whole or in part, Mr, Weyand has not visited this office wihin the past
two years and while I am advancing no ¢charge because I cannot support ome I am
merely trying t account for the possession of any report by Mr, Thompsm, if
he bas it, which furnished the basia for the pr eparation of the affidavit of
Mr, wey&’ﬂt

I understand that in his affidavit he ment ions the names of Agent
Vest amd former Agermt Ferri Felix Weils amd affirmatively relates therein that
the Bureau of Investigation at Boston and the office of the County Prosecutor
for the counti es of Plymouth and Dedlmm had entered into some agreement wheredy
they would furnish one amother inromatian, that is to sa,y, that the Bureau of
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Investigatiom would supply information comcerning Sacco anl Vanzetti in retuwrn
for information sapplied by the County Prosecutar oconcerning the Wall Street
Bombd Explosion and that certain correspondsnce passing between this office and
the County Prosecutor on this feature of the matter, was or is a mrt of the
local office files of the Bureau,

It ia this correspondence that Mr., Thampson, no doubt, hopes to examine
if he is accorded permispion t0 examine the files but I am asesured by Agent West
0 agreement of this kind was entered into, that no correspondence of the

n
horacter alleved ever existed and that the nn'l\r ocenniom that he confarred with
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Mr. Katzman was on the occasion that he, at the behest of George Lamb, arranged
for rlacing an undercover man in the Dedham Jail.

If the preceding paragraph accurately sets forth the hopes amd in-
tentions of Mr. Thompson it is evident that he will attempt to show, in seeking
a new trial, the existernce of a conspiracy between agents of the local office of
the Bureau and the County Prosecutor to convict Sacco aml Vanzetti of the crime
for which they await execution, because they were anarchists,
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M is felt neceseary to bring to your attention these facts

in reference to My, Thampson, not in criticism of his course of sction

in dealing with former agents or employces if he feels that he can ben~

sfit his clisnts theredby, Wt in ooder that the sames =y Yo Trought to

your attention, It would appear proper, if the writer may be permitfed

to my so, for Mr, Thampson in dealing with former employees to communicate

with the Depariment in advance, The writer also guestions the right of such
former employees to impart arny information gained by them while employed in

the service of the Government even though given while subsequemtly separated

from the service,

In eoncluding, it is desired to state that agreeing with Mr,
Thompson that he has no sympathy with their radical opinions, yet, in answer
t0 his statement that he “feels that it is of the utmoat importance that the
whole truth in reference to the specific crime of which they are accused
should be disclosed”, mst reply that in a case in wvhich the Commonwealth
charges the defendants with mirder the umdersigned fails to see wherein the
office can assist Mr, Thompson unless it s infomatiom bearing upon the
innocence or guilt of the two defendants, which it has not. Early in the
progress of the case smpeskers espousing the cause of the defendants used to
char ge t he Department with knowing of their activities on demmlf of Salsedo,
with following them, ard with having them arrested on the present murder charge,
which, if true, wo:ld have indicated a conspiracy between the Eurean, or its
representat ives, and the Masgachusetts authorities to mrrest and charge with
murder these minor exponents of an amarchistic doctrine, which, as it bvelieved
has been already indicated herein, was not possible for the reason that they
were apparently unknown to the office at the time of their arrest, in which
the office had no interest or participation at the time,

Very truly yours,

:JOBN A, IOVD

Special Agent in Chargee

JAD::MFD
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Bepariment of FInstice
Burean of Anuvestigntion
Washington, B. d.

July 14, 1926, “

1l :msatteening hereto for your in ormction
a copy of a telegrim which I have received from ryy
igent in vherge =t boston and wnich detzils the con-
versation which he had over thc telephone with .r.
te G. Thom:son, t.e attorney for Sacco and Vanietti.

aesmectfully,

~ncel.
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In accordance with our understanding, I called the agent in
) : Charge of my Soston office todey by long distance and instructed hir to

immediately communicate with ir. Zhompson, the attomey for Sacco and
Vanzettl and to confer with Lr, Thompson relative to iir. Thompson's re-
cusst for some information in our files in the Sacco-Vanzetti case. I
irformed wr. Dovd, the Lgent in Cherge st Boston, thet I wanted him to
- inquire of ir. Thompson exactly what he wanted and to fumish air. Thomuson
with such informetion as he felt was entirely proper and should lir. Jhomp-
sOn maxXe any re uest for informstion about vwhich Ur. Dowd hed a doubt should
be supplied nhim, he shoudd inform -~r. Thompsorn thet he would sutmit the re-
guest to Wasnington by long distance and we would vass upon the matter here,
1 impressed upon ~r, Dowd 0w desire to handle the matter courteously and
with full comsideration for wr. Jhompson. awr. Dowd assured me that he
C would &t once get in touwek with wr. Thompson.

I bove just received & long distance telephone call from Mr. Dowd
in wnich he informed me that he cclled Wre. Jhompson's office for the purpose
of arranglng an sppointwent so that he, together with Argent vest, who was
femiliar with the details in tiis matter, might call upon ir. a.homnson. ir.
Thompson inquired of .r. Dowd as to whother or not be, wr. Dowd, had received
instructions to turn over all of the files in the Sacco-Vanzettli case to him,
wre Dowd informed ur. Thompson that he had not received instrustions to that

_ S effect but that he had received instructions to see him and obtain from him

> - gﬁ deti:iled informstlon as to wnat he wanted and to furnish him with the same
if it wes availsble. Xr. Dowd infomed me that ir. Thompson becane very
gbusive and told wr. Lovd that he would get the files before he got through

and accused the Department of having “railirdoeded™ Sacco and Vanzetti., uir.

. Qi Dowd informed me that he did not enter into any controversy with lr. Thomp

— on but let .r. ‘hompson do the talking. ZIhe result, of course, was thst ir.

Thompson refused t0 see ir. Dovd and engeged in this abusive attitude.

)
N I re uested Lr. Dovd to wir: me fully the details of the mstter

d as s.on as the telegram is received I will forward it to you, but I
Rwa ed you to ¥mow of th:ils development in the meantime in the event Ir.
Zhompson shouwld endeavor t0 communicite with you.

]
£ wre. thom.son seemsd t0 be of the impression that all the files of
the Zurecw in this case wowld be turned over to him in bulk and he -rould not
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Director, Bureau of Investigation,
Denartment of Justice,

TR 'B»Bhington, D- O. —f-";‘" :
L UL 20y,
NY dear Mr. Hoover- S

This afterncon I ka

Nr. Dowd a.nd-he result of their thorough investiga--:

tion of the files of the Department in reference to the Sacco
_case and the inveetigation of the lall gtreet bombing. There -
is nothing in the files previous to Nay B, 1820, the date of
the’ arrest of Bacco and Vanzetti.
In November; 1930, when 8acoo was im-
priaonad in the House of Qorraction st nNadhem h

an informant was placed in an adjoining oell to see if from
Sacco any information could be obtained in reference to the
wall Btreet affair, After a few days the informer was removed
without proauring any information other than that 8acoco said

he wag an anarchist and was innooent of the South Braintree

orime.

.

This man wasa l_'lnnpd in the Houvaa of Oor-

—rapaa ¥ L 1-h=t N L 4 A% W A W wre

rection at the request of the Federal authorities in New York

and not at the request of the County District Atté}nqy..



the papers ig tﬁ:;ziigwigal ;é:i}therggfg:g;h}njgstig?;rg
t1on70f Tadical sotivities in Bostoh and elsewhers, with
pariiculnr referenoe to the said lall Btreet bombing. I -
‘believe it might be harmful to the Government to have the . : ©
result of these investigations divulged to any one without
the service. Absolutely nothing has been found which would
be of any assistance to either of the present defendants, or o
which could be made a basis for any action on the part of

b f

their oounsel to obtain ANy new trial. ‘ e

As I understand the Attorney General ie taking a personal
interest in this matter, I shall be obliged if you will bring
my letter to his attention. -

Respectfully,

W’qkm@g
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Director,

Bureau of Investisction, gcﬁj?

Denertment of Justice, - SRy Letel Y

Washirgton, T. C,. IR

Des ir: A |

ar Sir etk ::b@:\k
: In the case of Com onweelth v. Wico¥z Sedko Td =
' Bertolomeo Venzetti, Nos.bid4f end 5046, now pending in the

Crimirnc) Session cof the Superior Court for Norfolk County,
Lassechusetts, upon motior for &« new triel, affidsvits hcve
been stbmitted by defense counsel signed by lNessres. Fred J.

- Vieyend znd Lawrence lethermen, formerly Agents ctteched to
: this office. Cecpies of the szid affidevits are attzched
hergto.

¥r. Fred J. Verond, it tppeers from tzne files of
rLis office, wes first emnloved gg ex informent in llereh of
1917 ¢nd prior to thit hed been . private detective for some
yeers. Zventuelly he wes eppoirted & Speciel Agent zud on
July &, 1924, when & reorgunizetion of the Boston office wes
mece, his resisnction wees resuested by Weeiington and the
scrme beccme effective £fter expirstion of cniusl leeve on
yeausust 2, 1924,

ir. Icvrence lethermen wac espnointed to this
office es ¢ 3pecizl aAgent on {ctober 4, 1¥21; on liareh 6, 1Yz2,
supsrseded lr, Cherles A. Baneroft, who wes elso eppointed on
or esbout October 4, 1921, &g Speciel Agent irn Charge, znd on
July 11, 1924, Vicehington re . uested his resiguetion, which
beceme effective o: July 26, 1924, lir. Lethermen hid been &
Post Office Inspector for some years up to about 1910 or 1%11,
wher as & result of en investigatior he was sepsrated from
that service end for some time after thet vas in ch&érge ol the
— Boston office of the William J. Burne Detective Agercy. It is
to be noted, rowever, that Ifrom the time of hls seperetion from
e Toctcl Service in 191C,or 1911;:or therecbouts, until his
cppointmert to this Suredu in 1921 he wes w5t in the cervice
T the Government.

VR

“ N Ir tre affidevit of iir. Weyernd he mukes reference
1 N - - . . .

v _ tc-the so-celled raics oi Janucory &, 1920, These relotec to

' \ arrects of members of -.e Co murist Perty of Am.rice cid hzd
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they are.

On pege two of his affidavit he stites:

"Sormetime before the errest of dacco ard Ver-
zetti on Mey 5, 1920 -~ jJust how lon~ before 1
o not remember -- the nemes of both of them had
got on the files of the Depertment of Justice cs
radicels to be wetched., The Boston files of the
Department, including correspondence, would show
the date when the names of these men were first
brougnt to the attention of the Depertment., Both
these men were listed in the files e&s followers
or assccictes of an educcted Itelicn editor nemed
Gelleeni, Gellecni was the publisher of ai cntr-
chist peper. He lived in Wrenthem &nd published
his prper, I think, in Iynan. Among other persons
zesocinted with Gelleeni were Coirlo Treses, Curlo
Veldoroel, 2. Isvid Tedesen. The cuvspieion en-
tertcined by the Dentrtment of Juctice o ocinst
Seceo 2.0 Verzetti wes trhev they hod viclited tlre
Selective Service act, «nd z2leo that they were
cn.rchists or held radiccl opinions of some sort

or other.”

The underesip ed and Specizl Agent liest, of thic office,
&, 1926, mnde a thorough se:rch @f the indexes in tie
10> &nd = review ol reports on file in refereuce to the
Vanzetti metter ard cen find wothing -rior to tihe date
of t.a€eir errest on .iy £, 1920, to indicute tne above stateue. t
ie true, with the possible excention of ¢ small card becriig

the nr=me of Bertolomeo Penzetti which wes found lung after the
arrest of this defendant in = lot of rubbish in the office :1.d
iz presumed to hive been o czrd tzken in some anarchist reid
beek in 1918, presumebly &t the time c¢f the arrest of Iuigi
Gelleani elthoush there is nothing on the czrd to indicete its
source, «xg stated, however, z search of our indexes fails to
shov. the indexing of eny kicole Szeeco or Bartolomeo Venzetti
prior to the time of their srrest by tne Stete suthorities on
Mey 5, 1920,
— Further, Agcent Viest amdviges tiizt while he kmew of Iuigi
Geglleeni, Cirlo Tresca wid Corlo Valdenoci, amon.st others iu
tre so-called rediccl movement, he never kinew Lhst Szceo -..d
Venzetti exirted until cbnut the time of their errest on tie
Stcte ch->ge in llo; of 1920, end thtt &1l of the ipformction ov
file with refererce to them his been secured since thit time,
throush written end orcl statemsnts issued s propegonée on
their behelf, througlh tie testimony of voth defendints &t the
time of their tricl in 1921 wré throuzsk reseurch work ofter thet.
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Therefore, it is pleinly evident to the wrlter that if these

men hzd been active in the anarochist movement -~ which we can-
not doubt in view of their protestetions of such activity --

they were at leest known to lr. West of this offiee at that time.

Mr. Feri F., Weiss, referred to by Mr. Weyand in page
two of his affidavit, ves transferred from the U. 5. Immigre-
tior. Service to this offiec~, &5 & Speciel Agent, on or cbout
April 1, 1917, erd continued until Kovember 1, 1919, whexn he
resigned. During thet period he was engaged principally upon
intelligence work, clleged violations of tne spionage Act, zlien
enemy gsctivities, investirsetions of redicel activities, ete.,
while ¥Mr., West wes engtgeé generelly on the ususl violetions of
A the Crimincl Code, althO;Ch the lattcr did from time to time
PR asciet Mr, "eiss in his work, cni vhen Mr., Weics left the service

on Eovember 1, 1919, k.s work wes turned over to Ilir. Viest, who
continued the scme,

Cn pare trree of his affidavit, Mr. Weyand stetes:

cu
¢

Q
(1)
H

'We &leo ercegigne 1
=g . as we called themn, ts win tie eonfidence of i
coeo=-Venzetti Commlttee, &né to become one of the
collectors. This mean used tn report ithe proceed-
irngs of tre Committee %o the Depertment egents in
3poston t2d hrs seid to me thot he was ir the hebit
of tekirgs £s much money eollected for his own use

- te he saw fit."
e
‘ﬂ"
s This stotement is decidedly untrue, for the rezacsorn thet
[ no so-cz2lled ®*under-cover " mean wes ever ueed in the Sceceo-Vanzet-

ti Defence Comrittee, or ever becsme & member of it, or ever re-
%, ported eny of its proceeaings. Thet com:ittee hod its heed-

g earte: s at No,.256 Hemover street, Boston, Muss., and no employee
.éf‘_ of this offiee, unfer-cover nmun or otherw1=e, so far as is known,
‘o wes ever in thet office. 1lr. Weyand evidently refers to &n in-
’ Torment who was employed et thet time in the locel hesdguarters
- of the Communist Perty of Americe., &t whicen no dcubt ‘he case
LN wes discussed, but he had no connection with the Swcveo-Vanzetti
-~ Defence Committee at 206 Henover street, Boston.
A

In pege four of hie affidavit lr. Weyand stetes:
"I wes eceigred to cover the tricl for the
purroce of reporting the proceedings wnd picking
up ery informetion I could in regeré to the red-
lcel ectivities of Sceec cnd Vanzetti or of wiy of
their friends., MWNr. Viest slsc attended trhe trizd
for the stme purvose. 1 woe 0ot personally in
toueh with I, Ilrtizmen, the Pictrict attorney, or
hie of'fice, tut r. Vest wes in touchk with thern:
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gard to the caose."

il end wes givipg and obtaining information in re-
.

The trisl of the case of the Commonwealth v. Kicola
Szceo wnd Bartolomeo Vanzetti was commenced in Juue of 1921 earnd
ended in e verdict of guilty on July 14, 1%21. So far es cen be
accértaired at the present time frow our records there ig ro in-
gication %that Lir, Weyand was preseant during tnhe tricl. At any
rete ne is wholly in error in steting thet Mxr. West wuas preseunt
uﬂ:ihé the trisl. There wes present in and about the court-house
or *ne purpose of obteining information in regard to so-cclled
radicc] activities and for the purpocse ofmobservijig any radice
from out of this district who micit be preseunt, Agent
then of this office, fLgeut £ the lLew Yor. Ci
end, for ¢ short time, two members of tre Iew lork Pollce homb
sgusad, ir. VWest was not in comunication hlth Distrisct Abttorne
Kotzmen dvring: trhe triel nor d4id lr. Ketzman ack eny informetion
gornecernirg redicele from him &t that time. Vhen 1. Weyend stete
he ettended the tricl, he probdohl. refers 4. citeuding a hezring

- L L2
on ¢ mation LT ¢ omev tricl on Cetobr £y, 1921, eud Tovenber o,
¢ C

T 1921, on viiielh dotes t..e then Agent in Charg _arles ;u
ecroft, went witxz Yr. Wevand, Mr. \wezs, Mr” L
to reddﬁ , 1ees., he, lr, Bererofti deeming recesenry in view o

™ demoustrations rerorted es threstening.
,/) The lir., Ruzzemenil referredé to cs ¢ frieud of !r, Feri
Vieises, Ix, welss nov bEl“L £ U. 3. Ilomigrectio.. Inspector at Chice
I17ireis, vee in foet e fricns of lr. Weyz.nd's, &= 1T. enc lrs.
tbuzzemernti celled et the Zoston office of the Zurewy lrom time <o
tirme to cee lr. Weyend aid Mr, Weycnd wes elwope tryins teo sbtoiu
-+

emplo;mer:t for her husbond. Tae only coméction lr. Lest ever h:o
viith i wee 1r 1917 vien upon one occision only he wes &ssigned
gesgist Mr. Vest, ts £x 1nterprefer, proved ueele 1l wes Yever
again used@ by him. He is the szve percon £e pvev1ous]y reported
v, Weyend, while still in tre cervice of the Goverrment, sent to
T, .eetunder & ridiculous pretext to see if he cduld cscertcin t
ncme of on informent used a2t the Dedham jeil. Whiftever connmetio
ke hed with Ir. Weiss after Mr, VWeiss left the service of thLe
Goverrment is not know: egund cdocs not interest the olfice, &:.d whe
ever connection llessrs. Ruzzementi or Weiss hasd with Dictriet
Attorne; ssatzman irn the cece is not kmown to this office, nor doe
i1 irterest the office.

viith reference tc the intormwnt, Cirbone, referred to 1

the effidavit of Mr, Wezeud, it muy te stated that on Sepitember 1

\! 1220, & boub wus exnloded in Wcll street, sew lork Gita, regsultic
17 in the decth of thirty or more persorns. During thet Full eg 11
' lecds becte exhiusted ri¢ g repoirtes from reaicel meetingss held
bobeliel? of Pacco tad Venzetti, together vith pmblicetions, seened
irdiczte that they h:.d been prominent in tihe so-cel led excrenict
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movement, ard as that entirs movement seemed to center in Boeston
around the so-celled Saceo-Vanzetti Defence Committee, which was
circularizing the entire world, Mr, George F. Lamp, in chzrge of
the New York City office of tne Buresu, under which of fice the
Boston office was then a sub-office, thourht some information
micht eventually reach eithei one of these two defendants, in vie
he fact thet the newspapers fevoted much space to the Well
Street affeir. Therefore, pursuant to instruetions, Mr. Vest in
Yotober or lovember of 1920 inguired of District Attorzey Katzmen
if arrangements could be mede without interference in hiec case 1t
place crn informant in the Dedham jeil, solely for thne purpose of
seei~g if eny clue or clues could be obtazired to the perpetritolbs
of thet outrube. A conference wece had with Mr. Ketzmen cnd Sher:
Cepen at Dedham, Mass,, znd both saw no objection to the same.
This was done on behelf of the Government end not et the solicit:
tion of lr. XKetzmen, cnd, es fer as cean be recezlled by lIr. West,
this wee the first end only time he ever met Iir. Kstzman. Lt an;
rate he is positive ke never sroke with him on more then two
occegiong, and those ociurred about thet time.

In accordconce vith thet errongemert, on l.ovenmber 24, 1t
the informzrt repaxrted tu the Zcston office from ir. lemdb e:1.d wos
plzced in tre Dedham jeil., He wes instructed careful .y that ne
not to annwroech Mr., Sseceo, nor wes he under eny circcmstonces to
fer to ¢narehist activities, but wae to let the men epprogcl him,
on December 1lst, 1920, & complairt wzs made from the jelil thet
through his heste to secure informution he had disclosed himself
. &nd rendered himself useless. on December 3, 1%20, he was tcken

et

. out of there zxd directed to report to ilr. Lemb, E7c
Cne of the very ecrly reports kn reference to trne Sece:

Vonzetti cese is thit made by Agen u.der date of Aw
30, 1920, whicn was mede in ansver to & from Spccial Age:rd

W Lewzrk, New Jersey, office, deted 4pril 15, 1S2C
rencr £t a numbe; of persons in the Boston district weee tc
receive copies of an encrchist manifesto written by orne Iudovico
Caminita. The original letter, copy of vhieh 1s incorporeted i:

report of” is not in the fele, but it is essumed that if
probebly contained the neme of Vanzettl, Ko investigetion appa:
1y wes made until August 30, 1920, &t which tinme #btaine
infoermetion contsined in the records of the State on in refer
ence to lr. Vanzetti, who had been sentenced for the Bridgewater
gffeir on Auvgust 16, 1920,

Thet woe followea by & letter Iro:: the Bureasu wuder ds:
of Uctcber 19, 1920, initisled TFB-EIR, directiyg that the matter:
of deno_tetion be teilen vn» with the lecosl imidgrotion cuthoritice
Then under dete of Uctober 11, 1920, at whieh time IIr. Vest woe
uwnder assisnement to the llew York Cit; office, lr. Lawb or ticd
office seked informrtion in reference to Suceo cnd Venzetti, in
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conriection wit:. the Wel: Street Bomb osion, It is zppare:.t
from the report of then Agent ) made October 16, 1920,
that there could not heve been snything in the files of the o;f%m

ne them as he secured his iinformetion from
%, &nd Inspector Brouillard of the W
ate o] €. .
In fact, in forwerding the revort to the New York City
oifice on Cctober 13, 1920, » of the Boston
office, in sending said repor, €cnt in Charse Jonn B.

Hermrehan, of the Boston office, who heppened to be in Ilew York
City at thet time, stetes:

’

"Complying v ith reguest conteired in memoren-

dum etteched to letter from Division Superintendent
Lambd under date of October 11, 1920, I be; to &d-

ice that I rhave ned & thorougi: search made of the
files of this office end am uneble to locate any
a¢ditionel informntion on Bartolomeo Venzetti other
then wh:t is contelned in Agent repbrts, Lo
copies of vuic.. you took with yo connection )
with Hicola 3acco, I cm umable 10 flnd oy informe-
tio. ir. ovr files, but I a; e;closins herevith re-

port of ige: NN - ¢ to0s in regrd

to t“¢s subject.,”

Lrsin, under dateof October 14, 1920, ({(Agent Honrshen
epperently havipgg returied to Boston) lir. Henrahen writes ilr.
Lamb g% lew “ork Cit: &¢ fellows:

keferrins to your letter of Cctober 11th on
subjects (in re: Bertolomeo Venzetti wnd lLicole
Sceeo), you will fiué encloced the blctord end
record of Venzetti &s chovn by his State Prisnn
Record., All the cvoilsble informztion which we
heve on Szcco wes sent to you or the léth., Tris
covere ell tle informztion whieh we heve on Ven-
zetti (nd eny additional information gathered on
subjects will be immediately forwarded to you."

Agein, under date of Cotober 15, 1920, My. John B. Hanri
han, Special Agent in Charge at Boston, Mats,, addressed Mr. Gear

F. Lamb New York City, as follows:

"Referring to suggestion of Mr, Flynn and your-
self thet Bartolomeo Vanzetti and Nicola Sacoo be
worked on in connection with the Wall Street Explo-
sion, it is desired to inform that Sacco hes not
yet been sentenced end thect Vanzetti's followers
End_u\mnatkizers ere active £t the present time in

attem to gsecure ¢ new tricel for him g0 the
fhorel doet rot eeen rueh possibility of obteirirg
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eny information from them by direct methods. The
only thing thet suggests itself is that &n Italian
attemot to 'rope' Vanzetti., It mould be an eaeg;
ratter to place someone in Vanzetti's ocell. Ve
have no one availeble in this vieinity for suchk an
asgignment cnd posgibly ydu or lir. Flynn could
fvrnish sueh & person., Will you kindly e&ll this
to ir. Flynu's attention®®

AS previous 'y ststed, followirg the gbove letter wnd-
furtrer instruetions from hew Vo“k the informezmt was used with no
result of velue in securing inf:irmatior desired cs to the Well

i Street 27feir zrd with only the estatement of Mr. Sacco to the ip-
) ferment thet fe wes inuocert of the crime with whieh he wes charge

You will rote %thet further in his effidevit lr, Weyand
stetes:

"Arne understonting in thise cise between the
nts of the dercrtmart of Justiece in Zoston wud
Tistrict “ttorLe; foilowed the uasuzl custom,

t the leperitment of Justice would help the
trict Attorney to secure & conviciion, eguc that

+arcmvn wm11TA LAaTe +)3 a~avta o0F +the Nanowvntrras +
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of Tustlce to secure ipformetion thet they might
desire. This would include tne turning over of ey
pertinent information by the Department of Justice
to the Distriet Attorrey. x"% x There is corres-
poendence betweexn lr. Xetlzmen and Ir. West on file

ir the Bosten office of th. Depcrtment. li, lest
furnisneé¢ lr. Ketzman information ebout tne radaicel
cctivities of Sceco =rd Venzetti to be used in tisir
crose exgninction.®

Tt ot o
by
m fu @ o

-
o
o

Tris statement of lir. Weyand's is decidedly inaccurste,
if not falce, Tne District Litorney was trying the defendants
for en a&lleged nmurder wnd not because they were wnerchists. INo
guch errcncement was made between this office erd the Tistrict
Attorne:, although if the offic: hed cny pertinent informe. iou

it would heve felt impelled to turn it over to him, but he hed the
essistence of the State Detective force wnéd recuired no sueh esgis
crice, tnl, further, no one in the office hzd ther or hes now .y
irformetion about the eom-icsi o of the erime clleged. Further,
Ir. Ketzmen, the Listriet Attorney, never &sked acsistence in de-
velopin,- their radiccl cetivities;, in fzet, £t the tricl their ern-
tire cetivit; in the so=-aclled nerchict movement wee trou it out,
oLV on cros¢ exarination by the State but on direct exemindtio. Db
their owr ecouncel.
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It is reported thet duripg the course of the trisl =« oo:
Terence was hed with Juédpe Thayer, presiding at the trisl, in whi
the defence counsel ere reported to have stated that in the matte:
of ceconsciousness of guilt, it is believed, the defence in order t
meet the issues reised by the Stete wiuldé heve to introduce the =
ivities of these men as so-celled enarchists., Before doing t.iis,
it is reported, Judge Thayer sugrested that the defence counsel 4.
cuss the probleﬂ vith some promine:.t triel ettorney wid they aceo
irgly conferred with the presert counsel, Mr. Willien G. Thompsén
Wit recom»ended thet their radiccl cetivities be introduced, ©ud
from thet fhat feeture wes injected irtec the tricl. However, the
Pistrict Attorrey never cgoucht any igformetion from this office
concerning sucrh ectivit.es,

The only thing thet lr, Kctzman ever desgired, in his cor
ference with Lxr. West, wes en enxiet; to locete any trece of $15,¢
stolen &t the time 2. ¢ the location of ore YNike Boda. The Boston
office 4id =gk the Wew York City office to me¥e inguiry there witl
refererse to Loid.n. e of Corle Tresca an the Itclian Vorkers Le-
fence Ieague, wrhicii in_uir; developed nothring of vilue. Furthe
than this, the only comntLicetions “ppearing in the files o7 tnu
Zoston office in reference to the Szcco-Vanzetti cuse elther from
two lr. Katzman, the Distriet Attorzney, is ¢ letter dated Ausust ¢
1921, from Specizl Agent ir Charge Hoznrehen to Frederick G. Kotazms
District attorney for Yorfolx County, inclosing transletions of

artielcs appecring in radicel publicztions &t trhet time, & & let
ter from 'r, ctzmen under date of Auguct 9th, 1921, thenking him
the szme, These were cent for nis iﬁfﬁlﬁitluﬂ beccucse of tSEIL
threatening scpect. bl

Toward tne ®nd of his affidevit Mr. Werend refers to a:
Itelien Munder-cover" ageut, winom he cliegec wes placed os & linc-

trypiet in en Itel ian news er to act &8 a spy. There he epparent
refers to Specicl Agent #, nov ettachel ittsburgh
office, Sometime in 1922, 1s believed, severed [

connection with the service c1d returncd or wes re-~insteted in 19%
Turing some of thet timw he wes out of pﬂh'\mmpnf @ e himself ¢
cured nositior &g £ linotypicst on tle Gazette del mgssechusetts,
wh: re he wis employed up to the time of his reinstatement.
cured tict ploce for himself, wves uot plcced there sg ¢ s=p
Teper on whieh he wug employ.d ig nct endé was not a*rodical

I
1101,

sadverting to tle gffidevit of lr. Ietheroin, refercnec
nzd to cecond prregreph thereol, i whiel le stotes:

/

T.hive I wee Focst (ffiece Iigpectcr ] co=-"perctec
to ¢ conrider—ble extent with tiae cocnte of tie Tep:irit-
ment o Jugtice,irs Boston iv mitterc of fniid uﬁ’c&_”
lieiuding tie uu0ﬂﬁ-'&nzett1 crre,"




Tirector, -o- T/AT/1vR¢,

Upon its face such stetement is so highly ridiculous
thzt it herdly merite reply. owever, suffice it to sazy thsat
™, Iethermen left the Postel Service some yeers ogo, presunebly
1910 or 1911, while the Sscco-Ven-ettl case wre urknown until

ey 5, 1920,

Z:tor he gtetes, "I krnow thst !, Vesgst co-omercted

with M. Fetzmen, the Tistrlut fttorney, C@urin. tie tricl of the
case, &nd lemter mitn .r. wiiliame.” it ig true thzt e¢ftor the

cornvictior of tlhe deferdants igent Vest hed & number of converse-

9.5 Or collerences vwith Ir, villicnms, the presect J. 5. atiorrey

m

t 2oston, couc&rn‘n; motters heving nothoing to do vwith the cor—
riction o* the Zefendinte but infornetion reierred to the Zoston
f{ice em“ﬁ’tl ¢ from the /tlaste Pe:i*e“tiary vijich tire _urecu

ugesested snovlc e brousnt to the s ttentlion o the Stete suth-

<

[V e]

ities, ntnel:, elle-ttions mode that Attorne .oore, theu
aoungsl Tor the ;e_enue, vos tr, ing to buy confegsions from two
i g 07 the Tederzl renitenticry.

vtion iz cleo Lnvited to ecueother uwnfounded stete-

Site
rent ol Lr. Zethepni: thnet ©orecsttzr o7 gu=celleld "under cover!
crevte vere cgeimed to tle ecrlcos, Tolore, Goring evic £fter the
triel, inecludi s cuae ourziocatl el Cae uirbone.  Lne Ziles of
the Zurecu will ghov thet no osae nomed “uzzeamentl vig ever en-
Tlogyed iin eu: zetic oo with cnp irnvessiigetions conecsrning Szeeo
avnd Veonze!ti.

L8l he steles, "Trne Lepertwent of Justiice in _ocston
ves esnxious to cet suilliclent evidence cofinet Swoco ané Vanzettl
to denort tThem vt rever succeeled in getting the xind 1 d mowit
o evilerce re - -Lired for thet purpose; 1t wee the 9p114on of the
Tepertment . rente kere thet ¢ conviction ol Secceo &nd Vchaettl
Tor murdsy xoula be ore vy of digpoging of these tvo men.!

‘ere these mer rveileble for chO“LothL, €11 thaet woule be necesg-

<
gery vovld be & transceript of their evidence teken =1 the trisl,
£1thourh tirer 1o doubt would reedily sdmit being encrchists.

Thiec sistement is £ most viecious one £nd cen only be character-

ized ec ¢ Tigment of imrcginetion, or else that of & displeesed

T loyee stoopin to thieg in order to appezse his wrath
e

'
Tenzrtment es o whole.

~fein . r. lethermen sigtes, "une oI the mei employed

by Test 2t on. store of the Sres o-“'nvettl cusge wees ramed
Sheusrnnestey; ne ves subseruently corvicted of highway robbery
g..¢ 1ig rov serving & term in llascoachucetts Jtete Tris on." Liie
strtement is £lso decidedly ineccecureste if not knowingly untrue.
Tor & time Aurins 1v16 there vag emnloyed &g gl lnformeut in the
peton olilee ¢ nersgon nimed Snoughnessey, who vis swa lrily
ed for & wvicletiovn of the olzice regulstions «nd € i.ce tilen

cigwi.gg
he hes never hed sny conaection vitin ihe o.1tice tid, so fur oe
ig Fvovm, hee never veer ingide the Zuresu®oiice. iz never



Tirector, -10- 7/17 /26,

worked with .. hest and the latter hes never hed env relati
with him since his removal from the service, nor did he know
- +

L

R |

o him prior to his entrence to the service or have any
b with his employment £t any time.

i ¥hile the present communication is lengthy, it was

: felt nece.gery to go into deteil in order to bring to your &t-

tertion the result of the exazminetion of the files of this

office hzving to do with the Well Street Bomb Ixplosion and the

Secco-Vanzetti c=2se, &l1l1 of which pleinl; indicetes to the under-

gsigried thet elthoubh these men were arrested on lLey 5, 1920, no,

renort concerning them emrncted from this office until lfugust

of thet yezsr; thet they were cpparently unknovn to the office

up to the time of their errecst; thaet the office never in &ny wiy

hed eryirnine +o 20 wit: their arrest, never communiceted with

the wesiding Jjustice or any member of the Jjury, never interviewe

eny vwitriess in relstion to ithe cise, never assisted the county

prosecutins sttorney to prepezre the cz:ie, and never had ea.ything

— to dc with the defendants, cther then &n investigction of so-call
reéicel zctivities on thelr behelf which &rose gfter their arrest
&nd vere instizsetel b: the so-c&lled Steco-Venzetti _efence Com-

/,u&%tee of Zoctown.

/ The escistent district atioruey for iorfolk County,

ceciiusetts, nov handling the matter for the >tete, apoeeared &t
ig o fTice v, Lerdgy end dnclred to know if it vould be zgreesbl
to heve “gent est of this olrice submit en afficdavit settlng out
ir grenercl, the interest of the Government in the e tter at that

/
; time, so tg to meet the ellepetions counteined in the eforeszid
!
!
\

cfricavits which heve beeu Tiled with the motion for e new tricl.
nile he fTeels that both &ffidavits ere, from Ca eviden |
0f viev, worthless yet felt it would bte well to hove @
from the office to get out the situction in its true lish

N stttle it once &nd for £11.

"

S Yey I esk, therefore, thet unon receipt of this letter
) yOh give it your 1mnedlate e‘tentlon and wire or telephone me on
J.ly 19th your wishes in the matter?

Very truly yours,




CANOWEALM OF MASSACHUSEITS
NORFOLE, == IN *ER BUPERIOR CORT

¥os. B6L5 and 5546 Criaim] Session.

My pame i Fred J, Nggund, I resie in Portland, Rine. Tans

Special Ageot of the Attormey Semeral’s sffSes of the Biate of Mafne, mnd
have been minse I resigned as an agmt of the Departmart of Justice -‘bcnt«u
~ Jear and & Imlf age.

I became conmected t:lth the n'pu.rtunt of ustice u the yar 151
and shortly afterwards becqne s Special Ag&n vith an effice firet st B4 MU
»Street, Boston, later st 45 Kilk Birest, ant later o 7 Vater Sireet, whers
the Department had offices on the eighth floor, and later at the Post Offie
Bullding, My duties as Speoial dgert were in gersral ¢ investizate and re
upon any and all violatiens of the penal code whieh I might bs sosigned to
invest igate by my mport'ou, who ware first Frederick Smith, naxt Cecrge B,
Kellther, next John Hanrahan, and next emic- Bancroft, and last Lawrence
Letherman. These were l'y swperiors while 4 was warking from the Boston of
1 occasinally warked in ether parts of the ssuntry and then came under oth
supariors tuporarif;. 1 wasa Bpecial dgent during the entire sdministrat:
of Mitchell Palmer, Mu’rw General of the United States, axl was concerne
the WM Ivities ageinst the so-salled Reds s Bedicale, including arrests an
mted by Mr, Pulmer, IM which isdluded the whi
Jnnm.r;r, 192, in some of which { participa
e.-reat of Sacco and Yansett! on May 65, 1920 -
Reore I ge no'l"nuunber ~- the mmes of both of them had got

1'\

N‘m Dcpu-‘ Justice as Badicals to be mtched. Tho\"

{the % including corrupondcnce, would show the dat

af the e £irat 'brou.cht to the attention of the Depar

[
wh 4dfpted in the files a8 followers or associates of

o- ’
lian r pamed Galleani. Galleani was the publigher of 41

€
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amrchistic paper. Be lived in Trentham and published tis paper, I thir
in lym. among cther pereons aswocimted with Gaplleani were Carlc Tresca
Carlo Valdarnoci, and David Tedesco. The muspicicn entertained by the De
ment of Justie apainst Sacco and Vanrettl was that they had riclated !
hiwts er beld Eadica

h -

Bglective Serviece Act, md also that tshey were
opinions of some sart ar other. . _‘

4 muo named Fers Felix Yolss vas transferred from the lomigrat
Burcau to the Department of Justice in Boston in the yar 1917, and rema
a Special acent of tmt Department ir Foston until 1939, I think., He ti
travelled abroad, and returned in 192C and opencd an office as 2 sient!
detective art lecturer at 7 dater Street, Bostan, with an of fice on the
below the floor occupied by the Department ¢f Justice. In 1925 Wedds re
turned to the 1rtlnt{;nt;im'l Department 4t Boston, where be is at the prese

¥1lliam J, West, who i» now a Special égert of the Department
Jurtice, Yecarme such in July oridugust, 1917. Prior to that he was an Ir
grat fon Inspector with Feri Weies, Since rls aprointmert s# a Special J
he has spent most of his time in the Poston office of the Iepartment of
Justice, having in cherge dur ing the past seven years the sc-called Radj
TDivisicn of the Department of Justice, which has been in operstion since
1917. )

During the yomr 1920 1 did o good deal of work in the State o
¥Yaine, but was ipn Foston for several days at least once every two weeks.
kuowledpe that the result of the trial before Julpe Andarson of the Budl
or Commnists, as we ¢all thex, arresied at the time of the raids adove
ferred to, and of the decisjon of Juige Andersmm freeing many of them,
of Lis eritfcis=ms of the Depsrimemt of Justice, was to make all the ages
of the Department of Justice in Boston more cautious afterwards in proc

againat suspected Eadicals,

LiLUT iy alter L& g re: OF dacco And Yanzett) Uy “he char;’
Scuth Draintree murders, Beetin-e tepan to be held by synmpathizers, and
assi;ned to stten these meeting= and report to the Tepartmemt the epee
me G, We nlsc assipmod a gertuin "wder cover” mar, L8 we called then,
vir the corficerce of the weoo=Vinzettd LYefence Lommitter, tnd to beco

orne of tre @lleciorse Thie man .30 te repc-t the proeceedines of th

'
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Committee to the Jopmriment sagents in Boston, and hms seid to ae that he w
the habit of taking as wuch money collected for his own use as he maw f£it,
far s 1 Imom, no aridence was oriainel of utterances at any of these meet
whieh warranted yuudh‘l sgaivet mm. . ‘ut - mo sttending
mastings of Sacco-Vansett! sqgoputhisers Curing the same por!od.. The orig!
reports thus cbtained were sent $o the Tashington offioce of the Department
Justice, anl duplicates kept in the Boston of fice, share I believe they no
I know that at one time as many ae tvelve agents of the Department of Just
loeated ip Boston were ass ifped to cover Sacco~VTansetti mestings and other
Radical mctivities oonnected with tha Sacco-Vansettiecase. Fo evidence w
discovered warrant ing the institwiion of proceedings against anyboly, T h
ne present recollection of any activities of the Department of Justice in
Poston in connection with the trisl of Vantetti for the alleged Pridgewste;
robbery; biut when the joint trial of Sacco mmd Vanzetti for the Sout:r Prai
murders began in the summer of 1921, the Zepartment of Justice st Boston %
an active interest in the matter. I was assigned to cover the trial for t)
parpose of reporting the procesdings and pleking wp any -u‘m“m that I
in regard to the Radion]l activities of Secco axd Yantetti, or of any of thi
friemds. Mr. ¥West also sttended the trial for the mme puwrpose. I was nof
personally in touch with Mr. Eatsmann, the District Attormey, or hie of fie
but Mr. Yeat was in touch with them and was giving and obtaining ipfarmeti
regard to the case,

Going back now before the trial, & certain John Bussamenti bad b

informlly aployed by special agets of the Department of Justice from scr

in Wie year 1917, to furnish informatior eoncerning Radical activities amd
eicn of the draft by Italisns, and in this connection had made an investirs
of Tedesrc, above referred to, who was once arrested in conseguence of inf
tion furnished by BRuszamentl, but was never tried. Durin- this time Buxrus
alle werked oconeionclly for deteciive agenci=s, YHe wes well known to wels

. lave beer informed by kr. uest aml telieve, amd therefore alle
thei there woo another Italfa. JLom the Nepartment cecasicnally used for s,
purpos~s, nancd Carbone, and that he, umier an arrangement with the Distri
rtsorney, , the Cheriff, am Lr. Weize, wmar placed In the cell next tu the

of Ipcel somoilhiw Curin the year 1920 Tor the purpese of wipning the conf.
of
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of Bacco, and thus of ebtaining, if he eculd, frerimimting evidence ags
him, Yut that no evidencs of the soxrt was @taingd ¥y Crbone. The pris
purpose of the Departimert im putting Carbone there mas t0 obtain evidemc

Af poasible, eoncerning the so—called Wall Mreet explosion; but it ws

hoped that other 1mr1u1h¢1ng cvm-nn might be obtained. 851]

_:_'...'i.;,‘:a o LNy ' “an t'.,'n\; [ 2Tl Bt O ¥ S S,

DA u-u-'x-m sarly pury na-pu 1Ml £ me h'rm.a\r
numt th.‘l\-hl’aun et Tor 'b;r'.l.u. wo was then Qn\ of icur
pervice, to some on hare te help convict Bacco and l‘mitti; that h hﬂ
Istsmann; and that an arrangement had been made by which he wae to secur
board in the houss of Mre. Jaceo and obtain her confidesnce, and thus obt
information; dbut timt tha arrangment Mad uto.r teen carried out, and b
hed not \m pids Y mnnex to this affidavit photostatie copies of pary
s letter whieh I fdemtiry u/tho banderiting of Weles.

Shartly after the trial of Sacco amd Vansett! was concluded I
%0 Welns that 1 44 not believe they were the right man, meaning the men
shnt the paymaster, and he replied that that might ve s0, but that they
bad actors and would gt what they daserved anyway.

Ingtructions ware received from the Chief of the Furean of the
Department of Justiffe {n Washington from time %0 time in reference %o th
Sacco-Tansettl onse, They are on file or should be on file in the Bowt:

The understanding in this case betwoen the agentis of the Depar
4 the District Mtorngy followed ths usual custonm
the Department of Justics would help the Pistrict Attorngy %0 secure & ¢
tion, and that he ip turn wa:ld help the agents of the Department of Jus
seciure Information that they might desire, This would ineclude the tuwrnd
of any portimnft information by the Department of Juntice %0 the Dimtric
dttarney. Saceo arl Vanretti were, at lemst in the opinion of the Eorto

‘partment of Justice, not liable to departation as draft dodgers

&:ohiﬁ.u, and ¢ould ™ot be deported as fnarchists unless it -o

1 th % they were believers in amerchy, whick is always & difficult %
siow, It ‘w. 1y can only be shown by eelf-inerimination. The Eoston s
believed thi1t these mem mere mnarchists, and hoped to be able to aecure
hecessary evidence agninst them from their testimony at thelr trisl for

to be used ir. case they wers not convicted of murder, There is COrresy



Yotween Mr., Eatraanr and My, West on file in the Doston office af the De
¥r, West Turnished ¥r, Xatzaan information sbout the Hadical mctivities
Sacco nm) Yangetti to be weed in thedr crose—sxamination. 2

In the ymre 1922-1324 ¥r. Nest had warking for Lim as “under
or secret operatars an Italisn and a Syrian e Arnenimm, !ho Italian wo
a3 a printer. 1 0 not remember tIn names of either of them; but I know
he put the Italfar in as & linsotyper in the office of an Italian newsps
Bostonas a spy. The Syrian or Armenian is the man to wham ! have refer
awbove a8 laving became a collector for the Committee,

From my investigation, combined with the Investigation made by
othe agents of the Jepartment in Boston, I am canvinoed not only trhat t
men had viclated the Selective Service nfules and regulstions and evaded
dreft, Dt that they were amrchists, and that they ought to have been &
By alling these mwen anarchista 1 do not mean necessarily that they were
elined to violence, nor 4o I understand all the different mcaningy that
farent people would sttach to the word "mnarchist™, W¥Waht ]I mean is that
they 414 not believe in crganiaied government or in rivate property. Bu
alee thoroughly conrinu‘, and always have besn, and ] Yelieve that is a
alvays bas been the opinion of guch Bawton apente of the Department of J
as ied any imowledge on the mibjeri, that iheme men Mmd nothing whaiever
with the South Eraintree murders, and that their conviction mas the resu
eo~operation between the Bosmon arents of the Department of Justice and
District Attorney, It was ghe general opinion of tlhe Boston agents of ¢
Depwriment of Justice baving knowledge of the sffair thot the South Erai
erm.vu conpitted by & gang :;r froreuioml highwaymen,

I amnex hareto a picture of kr. Feri Felix Wefss printed on th
side of one of his salvértissmemis.

Prad J. Weynrnd

e COLIONWEALTE OF MASSAC KUSEDTS 1926
SuLre., -a Soeton,July 1, ~°°°

Ther. pereomally appeared e above mamed Fre ¥e F-g ¥ and r
oath thit the forecoins sialerenl sulscritod by nim is tA%s ®¥CEIt suc
ments as are expressed 1o be mnde upon informe fon and b}.‘ ef, which strt
he believes tc be true. Fefore me,

¥ri. Y. Thoopaon _
Justice of the FO3CC

¥y commission eyrir
Yarch 3, 1%27.
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NICOLLA 34CCO and BARTOLOMEOQ VANIZETTI

AFFIDAVIT OF LAREKNCE LETHERMAY . .

Ry h.n is Lawrence lethemn. I live in Nalden, ant sm 2 the
employ of the Heacon Trust cupuv I wms 1in the Fedaral service fer thirty
six yers, first in the railvay m il seevice for nime yurs; Ahen as Post Of
Inspector for tventy=five ysars; than thres yers as local agent of the Deps
of Justice in Boston in charge of the Pureau of Investigation. I began the
manedl duties in September, 1921,

While I was Post Office Inspector 1 cosperated to'a considerable «

{= tent ‘tith the egents of th.. Dc-prtnnt of Justice in Boston in matters ef J

| concern, including the Bacco-Yansetti{ ecase, The man under me in direct char

of miters rel ating to that caps was ¥r, ¥illiam West, who is still attachet

the Departmemt of Justice im Beston. I know that Mr, West cooperated with )
Katssmrn, the District Attorney, dur ing the trial of the xmse, amd later wit

Xr. ¥illians. I know that befors, during, ank after the Srial of Sacco and

& Yansettl Mr. ¥est had a mmber of so~called “under cover” man assigned to &

care, including ame mu.r.uunﬂ:h one Oarbope. I know that by an sTrangen

with the Department of Justice, Carbone was placed in a cell next to the cel
of Sacco for the purposs of obtaining. whatever incrimimating information he
could obtain from dabes, after -inn.l”.-!‘-‘- cenfidgace. . NotMing, howerer, v
: g

-
o io that way. I sle® Kow 'L sas ..!,.).rty tos phn te uu*
R N

o for the n’,) purpon. on “merly wa apent ofﬂhe Dep’
aa this p!an.- He was ru ] o?;!::.:t et tine
af the uflding at 7 & er $he offices .
vined 5 toueh with the I ;,, )

t other mern In the tedhs



. Bired to use for $hat pupoN a.bn-l. e 8514

Befere, during, aml after thn trial, h Mrm u!' Mloo ' R
tad a2 nusber of men uﬂgma %0 n.tch the hthltln of the ﬂ;eco-hnsetti
Defense Committee. ¥o evidence mrunting prosecut ion of anybody was cb~ ¢
$Sained by these men., Thay vere all ™under cover™ men, anl one o two nf tbes
sviained -ployﬁent by the Committee in some capacity or other. think 'ine
of them was a c?_llector. The Bepartnart of Jultici in Boetan was anxioul to
get Sufficient svidenee agninst Sacco amd Vansetti to dgport them, dut never
succeeded in getting the kind and amownt of evidence regquired for that pur~
poee, It was the opinion of the Department agents here that a canviction of
Saocco and Vanzetti for murder would be one way of disposing of these two mern,
It me also the general opinion of such of the agents in Poston as had any
actual knowledge of the Sacco~Vansetti case, that Sacco aml Vansetti, slthoyg
anarchists and agitators, wers not highway rodjers, and had nothing to do wit
the South Braintree crime, Ny opinion, amd the opinioy of most of the older
men in the Government service, has always been that the Scudh Braimtree orime

was the work of professicmals.,

to attend the trial of Sacco and VYansetti, including Mr. Weyand. Mr. VWest a
attended the trial., %There is or wms a great deal of sorrespondence on file |
the Boston office between Mr, West and Mr, Katzmam, the District Attorney, s
there are alse copies of reports sent to Vashington about the case. Letters
reports were made in triplicate; two copies were sent to ¥Yashington and one 1
tained in Boston, The letters and documents on file in the Boston office wo
throw & grea Baoc

trial, and wpom the real opinjon of the Boston gﬁho ftﬁa Depar tment of

Justice as to the guils of Bacco ard Vansettt of tha pnrt yalar crime with w
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Eadleal u-gmu.tm in the minity -r Butn, iso mnﬂny '

o Go-mmu or
? '4 . v ‘. g X - AR fa
[ of which e reported %o the Demriment, P 3 B
| T 8515
-
LAYRRCYE L EHERMAN
COMMONYEALT OF MASSACHUSETTS
N 0
) $urtolk, ss. . Boston, July 8, 1926,
NS : ‘
Then pers aally appeared the above namel lavience Letherman and made
oath that the foregoing statement gubscribed by him is true, DBeforeme,
Wn.G. Thompson
——
» ’ Justice of the Peace
~ Ny coomission expires

March 3, 1927,
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s Er. K, 2, ¥lliene,

" Lo United 3teses Attonq. . . .
N '0.“!. h.. : \N"\ : b
e - My doar Nr, W1)liemas
‘ 1 received yow communisation of the 1568k instant
T telative So the Sapoce-Yinusettl maAter, and st onge ealled
your letter to the attantion of the Attomey Ceneral., I be-
lieve that the matter s closed insofar as this epariment
S -- o e eonoeTRad.
1 urtainly sppresiate your ixterest in thils nstter,
I = hopiag %0 be ia Joston withim the dourse of
tbo next week or tem days smd will drop in and pay Wy respects
e you,
; Tith expressiom of my best regunds, I remmin
-~ ' Sinoersly yours,
f:
}
Ao
PR . mwten
/i '
F .‘"f‘-, i

C © ALLINFORMETION CONTAINED

b G CMUSSTD, )

. it
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Floow .TUlgpe deke Dowd,
P:0¢ ox m. ‘
Boston, Mass. ' |

_ 4 _
>< © - pearsim mu..ua#m Bl .
: < 1 - . k B L e .

S | it reference to ymimm
eoncerning the 3800p-Yamsettl cass, 1 ire pre~

paring an owline of the files in yow effice wpon this oase
- e . in order to furtish Nr, Williems with a oogpy ©f the same,

I wiah thrt you would «130 forwerd & copy to me for
My lufor.otion and future use, 1f noccssmxy.

I talked wish the Astorpey General s fow days ago
- and showed him the letter vhiah Xr, ¥Williams wrote we. I
_ _ wnderstand that Mr, Thompscn realisss his mistake nov amd
' : 4s regretful of the sttitude which he displayed towards yow.
- " Bowever, I ascume that the oase is slosed ané vnlses you
Bear further from me, you will take no sction in the mstter.

Yexry truly yours,
AP D YT ’T"'"CIF.S

V- SO Ik T .
£, .
SITE o (2 .- AN
wExt. By SA-GATTIMC SERTIRE = 7= P2 T
C\ S gOm-FCIN 11, 1-2.4.2__& B /W -2 "
: 'f‘neue-___mj_zif-_r 3
e Date™ mrpe  Direster
| ALL INFORMATION CONTATHED _ ‘\w&.
HE‘lETR Te T_V-‘!CTJ."\SSIFI@ E \ \ \

cmy o T)UN
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tepartment of Justice
Burrau of Investigation

-3 N Taw FIQ
L'e ViLVa kvey

Boston, Mass,

July 20, 1926,
APPT NPT T T s T IRG
Director, AT R
Bureau of Investigation, FAREN N3
Department of Justice, € el ?
Washington, D. C. DATZ 1121 /K 1116’) L>
Be; SACCO & VANZEPTI MATTER ' |
T RERSk T OONP DRI E

Dear Sir:

¥ith further reference to my letter of July 1l7th, 1926, in

the above entitled matter, and adverting particularly %o telephone con-
versatim which Hr. Harold Nathan had with me this morning concerning
the suggestion of D. P, Ranney, Asst. Distirict Attorney for the County

of Norfolk and the State of Massachusetts, as set forth in my letter of
July 17th to the effect that lr. ¥eet make an affidavit concerning the
activities of the Bostam, Mass, Office of the Bureau In the SACCO and
VANCE™TI case in answer to the affidavits which William Thampson, Counsel
for SACCO and VANLETTI, secured from Lawrence Letherman am Fred Weyand,
former special agent in charge and special agent respectively, I wish to

........ 4+ T - % 5
ffice today ¢ learn shat ¢pind

held been srrived at by the Bureau concerning the affidavit above referred t
on the pact of kr. ¥West,

1 conveyed to Y¥r, Ranney the opinion arrived at which Mr, Xathar
conveyed to me over the telephone and Mr, Ramney then inguired if we would
be willing to permit Mr, William Thompson to come to the local office of
the Bureau and submit such questions as he saw fif, in this matter, to Mr,.
West in the presence of lr. Ranney.

1 informed Yr. Ranney that I could not agree t0 any sueh arrange-
ment and suggested that he take the matter up direct with you or with the
Attorney General and when lir. Ranney left this office it was undsrstood
that he would call on Mr. William Thompson arnd learn if Y¥r. Thompson intend
to make what he, Thompson, alleges toc be a conspiracy between the Zureau of
Investigation and the District Attorney a =mib ject of arpgument in his motior
for a new trial, -

Ur, Ranney stated that if M¥r, Thompson Iintends to make it a aubje
of argument he, Ramney, would inform Thompson tha¢ he, Ramney, would proces
to bpshington and confer with the Attorney General or yourself concerning 1
advisability of permitting Mr. Thompson to gquestion Mr, West in the presenc
of Mr. Benney in the local Bureau Office. C/-/26-707

’ ¥

RROORDED

z.!éf/!,&

M -
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Director’ LY -2 ’ 7/20/ 26,

In view of the above it is probadle that Mr, Banney may
call upon you or the Attorney General in this regard and I deem it
proper that I should advise you of his probable visit.

Very truly yours,

. iN A. DOWD
Special Agent in Charge.

JAD:MFD
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orfcz OF DIRECTOR p ./U
Depaciment of Iustice | /
Burean of Anmestination
TWashington, 3. &

July 21, 1926.

V.
MECRANDUL FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. v

I am ¢ransmitting attached hereto & com-
mnication received this morning from the Agent in
Charge of the Bureau's Bostorn office, relative to
Sacco and Vanzetti.

Tnis is for your information, particularly
in view of the fact that it is stated therein that

Yr. Ranney may call upon you in the near future.

Yery trul:r vours.
Very, trul; y.urs,

e

Enc, 256366 Acting Director.

S ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
T BEREIN IS GROLASSIFIED
Ny DATE __luifoz  BYsrotrofpc



L ¢ oL g

separtment of Juatice
Burean of Fuvestigation

P, 0. Box 239,
Boston, Lass.

July 22, 1926.

Director, .
Bureau of Investiga.tionr‘*“"v““"F P‘"P“"ms '3.,
Lepartment of Justice, AX:
wash ington, D, C. .-;"‘ T

, e o L }1“9"’
Daar Sir mm&_ﬂ

Y\ Under date J £20th, 1926 you wrote me with ref-

- erence to my inst. concerning the SACCO
}“:_ and VANZETTI case and in your lettér you stated that you noted
~

.- .--.A.-—m

- n

that 1 am preparing an outline of the files of this office upon
this case in order to furnish Mr, Williams with a copy of the
same and you further say that you would alsc like to have a copy
for your information and future use.
. Yy
Permit me to write that it wme my intention te prepare
such an outl ine but after conference with Mr. ¥Williams it was
_— not considered necessary and the action taken by me was an ex-
anination of the files, extracting such reports, letiers and
memoranda aprearing therein which I considered materiel of too
confident 21 & nature to expose to the examination of William G,
( Thompson, attorney for SACCO and VANZETTI, and I submitted same
* to Kr. Williams who agreed with me that it was of such a con-
fidential nature that it should not be shown to anyone.

- Very truly yours,

Class. b Ext. Bv_ﬁf.&lll____

Reason-FCIN 1T, 1-2.4.2 W—VW
. Mto of Review M A. DOMD K
) zm:.. Special Agent in Charge.
ST ATD ©JUL 97 1926

6(~-/26-709 3 e
/ "'//;.L INFORMATIDN CONTAL!

v \ HERGTN IS UNCLASSIFIED
EXCEPT WHERE SHow

CONFV.NT\M ‘
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ADORISS REPLY TO
DIRBCTOR, BUREAY OF INYESTIGATION

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED s
NEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED

e e anen U .
L Departmeut of Austice L -
$
Burezn of Innestigation Ll- 14
Washington, 3. d. ’"ﬂ‘gw:[

MTE_«,éub._BY_’!;';ﬁ% : 'o TH: DIRSCTOR

Burean files in reference to the organigation kmown as the SACCO-

In re: BSACCO-VANZETTI DEFENSE COMMITT

oK
In compliance with instructions from the Director cf the

Buresu relative to the subject as above captioned, the following is

submitted as a summary of suoh informaticn as is contained in the

VANZETTI DEF=NSE COMMITTEE, which organization has been active since

Avs rmy mde
algussc

i
w0

o solic funds and irn agita-
tional work on behslf of the defense of these two men.

HICOlLA SACCO and BARTOLOMSD VA_NZETTI are two Italian anor-
chists now awaiting the execution of their sentences of death for
first degree murder committed at 5., Braintree, Massacusetts, on
April 15, 1920, of which charge they were found gullty in the Superior

Court of FNerfolk County at Dedham, Massachusetts, on July 14, 19Z21.

In addition to the charge of first degree murder upon which the two
defondsnts have been found guilty, BARTOLOLED VANCETTI was found gullty

and is now serving a 15 year sentence in the Massachusetts State prison
on a charge of attempted highway robbery at Last Cambridge, Mass., ¢on
December 24, 1919,

It is not the intention of the writer to comment upon the evi-

deénce offered or the trimel of either of the two cases mentioned sabove
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nor to state tha facts oconcerning either case but it is the primary
purpose of this memorandum to give such facts relative to the promal-
gation of the anarchist ideas to which these two men wars devout con~
vorts, also to give a brief exposition of the agitational work carried

e o'l n

ma & oum F g
Ul 1l valasall i

[¢]

R~
these t SACCO=VAW.ZTTI DEFENSE GOM-

MITTER. With that purpose in mind and in order to present a clear

exposition of the entire situation, it is deemed advisable to ralate

e

such information as is in the possession of the Buresm office concerning

- -

the two defendants. the insuguration and psrsonnel of the D“F"FSB COM~

—EifTﬁE; and the aotivities of the said Committes. The two persons

:¥ound whom the‘antire case centers are NICOLA FERDINANDO SACCO and

BARTOLOLE0 VANZETTI.
co : WA cco

SACCO was born in the Province of Feggia, Italy,(South) in 18¢1l.
When 17 years of age {1908) he came to the United States in company with
brother, landing at the Port of Boston, and proceeded to the town of Mil-
ford, Mass., where he worked as a laborer for two years, In 1910 he be-
camo a shoe worker, learning the trade of an edge trimmer, and worked
for three years in the "B.K" shoe factory at Stoughton, Mass., He also
worked thers at a subsequent date and was employed at this place at the

4 o
vi

me of the sommission of the grime, In, or sbout 1910, SACCO became an

Hh W e R Y e e e

anarchist and from 1910 onward was an avowed ararchist, being a reader of

"La Cronaco Sovversiva", which it will be recalled was the publication of

F

the well-¥nown ltalish Anarchist Luigi GALLRANTI; /he was also a subscriber
h

to "Il Martello", the publicetion of Carlo Trqgca, and to other radical

publications. He also apparently became active in the agitational field
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Ho was an active leader amongst the ltalian workers d!u.ring the strike
at the plant of the Draper Manufactory at Hopedale, Mass,, near Bedford,
and was associated with Arturo Giovaen)(i in 1917, With the declara-

tion of war by the United Btates on Germany, Sacco, following instruoc-

tions contained in an artiole entitled "Martricolati™ by Luigl GAILEANI
advising Italian Anarchists mot to submit to registration under the

Seleative Servige Act, fled from this vicinity in company with a number

of other Italian anarchists to Mexioo. It will be recalled that st
) _ | \/a,L-d.t-‘hMﬁc«__ (d
that time & number of the GALLEARI group, amongst them Carlo ¥sIdintinil

& leading charaster, left Boston for Mexico in order to avoid registra-
tion under the Seleoctive Service dct. SACCO resided in Monterey, Mexico,
under the name of Nicols Moscatelli until 1918, returning presumably early
in that year with BARTOLEMEO VANZETTI, who went to Mexico with him, and with

-+
short while in Ohio with a brother-in-law, On or about June 23, 1918,

( one COLOROZSI. Enroute to Massagchusetts from Mexico he remsined for a
#t111 under the assumsd name of Nicola Moscatelli, SACCO addressed &
letter from Haverhill, Msas., to one PR(‘)‘Sj], at Youngstown, Ohio, also
under the name of Nicola Moscatelli, Bascco was employed for & time at the
Rice Hutohins Shoe Factory at S, Braintree, Mass,.

) In 1919 he returned to Stoughton, Mass., and resumed his employ-
ment at the 3-K Shoe Factory. In 1920 it will be recalled that HRoberto
El%a.’ and Andrea Salpedo were arrested by the New York office of the Bureau
as the result of information secured from previous arrests made ¢of anar-
ohists at Paterson, N.J. 0f the L'Era Nuova and the Francisco Ferrer Growp.

SACCO, in company with VANZAT™TI and other anarchiasts, became active on be-

half of £lia and Salsedo who were under arrest at New York. As a result
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alization Club of E, Boston, Mass., &nd in consequenee of & edllection
taken up, one of the number, namely VANZETTI, was delegated to visii New

York to arrange legal assistance for the arrested aliens,

RARMOT.OMED TaNIRDIMY
Bartolomeo Vanzetti was born at Piedmonte, Italy, (North] im 1887,
At the age of 18 he migrated to Yranoe where he resided for two years be-
fore coming to the United States, where he arrived at New York City in 19
At ¥ew York he was employed for a short time as a restaurant worker and
from there proceeded to Hartford, Meriden, and Springfield in ssarch of

work. He agaln returned to New York and later to Springfield, Mass,, whe
he was amployed ag a railrea
ment in a foundry at Joreeeter, Mass., snd in 1913 he located at Plymouth,
laass., secured employmsnt at Plymouth Cordage Company, and was one of the
leading figures in & strike sonducted there at that time. 48 a result of
hig leadership in this strike he was denied work, This brought him up to
the time that the United States entersed the War, when he la ft the country

for Mexico with SACCO and others in order to avoid military duty.

awmime $ha o
e WAANS
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VANZZTTI was not only & subscriber to that anarchistic sheet but was also
one of {ts distridbutors and contributors. He received 100 copies of the
paper each week for which he pald personally. He was & friemd of the
Italisn anarchiast LUIGI GALLZANI and the Bureau has in its possession &
photograph of GALLANI and othem including VAL DTTI. During this time he

also became active as a gpeaker for the Cronaca bovversiveé group and was
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¥nown as such throughout New England, With the outbreak of the war VANIZTT

left the United States in company with & number of other Italian anarchists,

includin

CARIO VlLDI%?éCI, and.othars. While in Mexico he lived on Calle Galliani,
Montereyy during his residence in Mexico he also corresponded with HRaffasle
Schiavinl, the manager of "La Cronaca Sovversiva" and the right hand men of
Luigi Galleani. In Pebruary, 1918, VANZET?I left Mexico and returned to
Massachusetts, stopping enroute at San Antonio, Texas, St. Louis, Missouri,
Chicago, Illinois, Farrell, Penna,, Youngstown, Ohlo, and eventually arrivin
at Plymouth, lass., in sy, 1918. In Plymouth teing unable to secure work
he secured & licerse to sell fish,

At the time of the aforementioned arrest of Elia and Salsedo in
¥arch, 1920, both of whom VANZITTI knew personally, Salsedo and Zlia having
been employed by "La Cronaca Sovversiva", VANIETTI conducted & meeting amoug
the ltalian snarchists in Massachusetts for the purpose of collecting funds
to provide legal defense for the two anarchists arrested in New York. Meet
ings of this kind were held at the ltalian Independent liaturalization Club

st . Boston, lMass,.; amongst those active at such meetings in/addition to

loy, Magas.; Araste‘ Bianchl, of Beverley, Mass., and one— of BZSt/on.
As 8 result it was decided to send VAKIETTI to New York to secure informa~
tion ooncerning the arrest of Salsedo and Elia and to engage an attorney
other than Attorney DON4TO, of whom they had become suspicious. While visit-
ing in New York dm May,-1920 VANZETTI conferred with LUIGI eg;!TILIANI. Secr

tary of the Committee for Polit{cal Victims of New York City and made arrang
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ments to have Attorney EDWARD DE SILVA substituted in place of Attorney
i '
DONATO. On May B, 1920, shortly after their return from Kew York to Bos-

fon he was arrested on the charge of murder.

SACCQO~-VANZETT I DEFENSE COMMITIEE

The arrest of SACCO and VANZETTI created quite a stir amongst
the anarchists, commnists, and radical element of the Italian race in the
State of Massachusetts. Shortly after their arrest there wae brought into
being an organization ¥mown 88 the SACCO-VANIETTI COMMITTIE. The moving
apirit of this body was one ALD;ED FELICAYI, who at the time (1920) held the
office of treasurer of the Committee and was at the time ably assisted by
FRANI‘E ?}. 1OPEZ. ALDINO FZLICANI resided at the time at 132 Rindge Ave.,
Cambridge, Mass.,, and was smployed a8 a linotype operator for an Italian
Daily "Lanotizia'" at 32 Battery Street, Boston, at which address in another
part of the building was located the general headgquarters of the §i£€6;
VANZETTI DEFINSE COMISITTSE. FELICAXI is an al ien and an Italian anarchist
all of which he openly awvows., FELICANI ocame to Boston shortly after the
deportation of LUIGI GALLEANI, who at the time was secretary of the Committe
for Political Victims of New York City inm 1908, and #since that time has
filled the vacancy oreated by the deportation of LUIGI GALLTANI. Prior to
coming to Boston FELICANI was connected with the radicasl publications in
New York City and Cleveland, Yhio, all of which has besn reported to the
Burezu in reports under the caption of ALDINO rFiLICANI, in which reports

detailed information has been given concerning his radical activities since

he came to this country.

FANK R. LOP3Z is a Spanish anarchist who was very active with
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GALIEANI in Massachusetts in 1917 and 1918 representing the I. W. V.
movement there, and also the activities of the anarchistic "Gruppo Fraterni-

dad". About 1914 LOPEZ was arrested om an immigration warrant on the clharge

of being illegally in the United States in that he was an alien anarchist.
Deportation to date, 1920, however, had not been effected for the reason
that LOPEZ was able to procure peostponement of deportation., The Italian
dally "lLa iptizia", on which paper FELICANI is employed, was at one time

— a8 socialistic weekly publication edited by VINCENZO VAC?/A, who in 1918 ro=-
C - turned to Italy and was alected a socislist repreéentative in the Italian
Chamber of Deputies, and has since the SACCO-VANZZI7I case came® before the
public espoussd the cause of the two defendants. The paper since then

has become a regular Italian dally newspaner, the editor of wnhich is one

LDPRESW .

e Mass. crime, he was represented by Attorney JALS GRA}L’A;I and one VAI.; of

During the trial of VARZZTTI or the chargs of the E. Bridgewater,

Boston. Since the DZF 182 602. II27%2 was inaugurated,- however, these at-
torneys were dropved and the services of #35D H. HO’Q#, of Los sngeles, Calif,
were secured, Mr. MO03ZZ coming to Boston from San Francisco and assuming
entire charge of the legal defense of the case. FiED H. MOORE will be re.-

called as the attorney associated with Attorney Darrow in the well-known

Thomas Mooney trial in California. Prior to that Moore was 8lso an atiorney
—— for ETTOR and GIOVANITTI at balem, Mass., in 1912, who were asquitted on &

murder charge brought against them in connection with the Lawrence, less.,

strike. Mr. Moore maintzins an office at 68 Pemberton Square, Boston, which

in addition to being an office of the SAGCO-VANZEDTI DEFENIE COMUITTEE 1s

s SERLL VAV Y PF LIRS a ~ = PS5 oot PR

also the office of the FSDIRATED PRESS LIAGUE. With the inauguration of
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the SACCO-VANZETTI DEFENSE COLMITTEE many of the Itallan radiocals, psr-
ticularly anarchists in and around the State of Massachusetts rallied

to the support of the COMMITTEE. Prominent amongst the se were

CRuSTE BIME?HI, 48 Pederal Sauare
Beverley, Mass,
CARLO FORTH, Box 370, Beverley, Mass.

2
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Many, if not practically all of the foregoing have bHeen the sub-
Joects of reports to this Burean in the past.

In addition to the gbove there bacame affiliated with FELICANI

of Boston, omne

— Professor FELICE GUADAGKI, Box
96, E, Boston, Mass., who was employed on the Itallan Daily paper
"Gazetta Del Massachusetts™ and who enjoyed a good reputation in that
d;atrict up to the time of his appearance in the SACCO-VANZZTTI case
in which he openly declared that he was an anarchist,

About the time that Attorney Moore arrived in Boston to as-

sume control of the legal defense of the two defendants a number of the

local and native radicals of Massachusetts rallied to his {Moore's) sup~

port., Prominent ’amongst these were

izabeth Glendowsr Zvans, of Brookline,

In or about September, 1920, the SACCO-VANZEPTI DEFINSI COMMITTRE

function 83 an organization and immediately LOPEZ solliclited

contributions throughout the United States from the various Spanish anar-
chists; in 1ike menner FSLICANI sollcited contributions from the Italian

sparchists; also at the same time sub-committees were created in a large
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mumber of the cities throughout the sountry, partioularly in
New York, Philadelphia, Detroit, ®an Francisco, Newark, N.J.,
Scranton, Pemna., and Carlinville, Illinois, Dillondale, Ohio,
Chicago, Barre, Vermont, and Wilford and Lawrence, Massachu-
sotts, as well as in many smaller cities throughout the United
States, The active worxers of this committee in the aforew
mentioned vlaces may be found mentioned in the report sub-

| 67/
mitted by Special agent -to this Puresu under date of
Octover 20, 1921 under the title of "ALDIND FELICANI", In this

received the nublication ¥mown as "IdAgitazione", some persons

report there is contained some thou}amd names of perasons who
named therein receivin: as many as 100 copies.

At the same time the “Goqnita.to pro Vittine Politiche"®
(comitﬁe for Political Victims) of New York City, of which
LUIGL’&UII?’I’ILM.‘I is secretary, and the "lega Itsliana difessa
Operai" of Brooklym, N.Y., of which GIOVAIJN‘{ BALDAZZI is secre-
tary, and the 1. W.¥ . Defense lLeague of Chicago, &ll Joined
in their support of the organization. In order to secure as
large a fund as possible for the defense of the two defendants,
the SACCO~VANZETRI DEFENSE COMUITTZIE supplemented spplice~

cations for contributions by instituting & series of publie

dy

—
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protest meetings throughout the country and securing as spsakers the

/

FRED H, BIED%JKNAPP, of LKaw York City, who was
\ﬂ active in bosaton and vicinity
in the years 1919-20

following persons:

SLIZABETH GURLEY FLYNI, of Lew York City.
CARL% TRESCA, of Few York City

ARTU&O GIOVANII?TI, of New York City

I
SRASMD S, ABOTTS, editor of “La Conguiste, an
= anarchist publication of Phila-
delphia

K7

CONSTANTINO ZAKCHELLO, who 1s also understood to
] have made & tour of the country
on behalf of the two defendants

I
3

([ LUIGY QUINTILIANI, of New lork ¥y 8aboOve ment ioned

! h

\,I‘PROF.".SSOR FELICZ GUADAGNI and

All of the foregoling have sanoken in this district, as well as in other

districts on behalf of the Cormmittse.
"LYAGITAZ IONE
\
with the creation of the SACCO-VAN.ZTTI DiF=NIE COLSSITT.E there

PRERPPF Y

was also started an agitational newsnaner by ALDINO I'.LICAFI under the
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title of "L'AGIPAZIONE", the purpose of which was to place before the
Italian sympathizers thq/?‘a%%%e%omaming the case, ae wail a8 the
opinions of radicals interested im the matter. The first copy of this
paper made its appoarance at Boston on December 1, 1920 at which time
the Committee sckmowledged the total sum of $997,45, The last edition
of this paper made its appearance in Boston on Cotober 25, 1921. Ac-
cording to information now in the Bursau files the lssue prior to that,
which was that of Se tember 30, 1921, acknowledged receipts of money to-
talling more than $71,000,00, It is understood that mpproximatsly
10,000 copies of this newspaper, whioh has at various times contained
inflammatory articles, have.been sant broadcast throughout the United
States to Itulian radicals. This paper 1s edited by ALDINO FULICANI
and it may be termed a propaganda organ.

In the issue of September 30, 1921 translations were made of
two articles asppearing therein under the title "VWorkers, ‘/ith Us", which
called for publioc demonstrations of the "Audacious Masses" on October 20,
30 and 31 on benalf of the two defenuants SACCO and VAKZETTI, Copies
of these translations are now contained within the Bureau files.

HER NS/SBAP

In addition to L'AGITAZIONE there was al 30 insupgurated & news-
paper called ENANC4PAZIONI, published by Professor FELICE GUADAGNI, Box
93, E., Boston, Mass. This paper was alsc an &gltational sheet issued
by the Commnist Party for propagancda amongst the Italian members of
that organization. In the latter part of the ysar 1921 thls shest was

discontinued and it is understood that at that time i{ts work had been

continued by the papar "AlBAfUOVD" started in the State of Wew York about
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the same time that the former paper was discontinued.
In addition to the above papers other journals t?roughout .

the country were anlisted. Anongst these have been "ILéLART:LLO"

' the anarchist Communist publication by CARLO TRESCA, of New York

HT i AT ‘/TC‘F'\‘ 1] T sk I

City; "La CONg *J.D o the amarchis of ERASMO

ERAS
ABATTE, of Philadelbphia; "IL PROL%ARIO", the Italian I. V. W. Bhoet

of Cnicago; "L'AVETI", the ltalian Socialist paper of Chicago; and

"IL LAV?KO". the itdian socialistic newspaper of Kew York City.

' In sddition to the above, many of the radiecal Znglish owned

papers throughout the country have taken up the cause and have from

time to time contained articles in refersnce to the SACCO-VANIZTTI case.
The FEtBRAfED PAZSS 1SAGE which maintains an office at 68 Pemberton
Square, Boiton, in which buji ding is located the attorney PFRZD H. MCORE
gcounsel for the defense, also under the direction of JDHNA VICHOLAS BZFFFL,
has issued a series of articles in relation to the case, which has been
termed among other things the "New .ingland Mooney Case'", and in which

the charge is made that the defendants have been framed becausse of their
activities as labor agitators and as anarchists.

, .
The BOsgah Advertiser, which is now a Hearst paper, contained

a serial artiele by BEFFEL in regard to the case of SACCO and VAN ETTI.

£ 'S MAMAS TPANTTTAMM Y T WO MY 'H'Il"l’mf'\""'{:' th
LT CO8 DALUVU=YAN_EL.LL ULF.i.al uu Llily 08
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in Spanish, Italian, and iZnglish throughout the country. The last two
of these woro entitled "Allens and the Law in Massachusetts" and "The

Fingers at Labor's Throat".
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FCREIGI DZUICTSTRATIONS

Since the convictions of the two deferdants, and partiéularly
within the months of September, October and Noverber, of the year 1921, a
nmamber of demonstrations have occurred in countries otner than the United
States. According to information in possession of the Bureau the most
marked of thesse forelgn demonstrations, in benalf of SACCC and VAN ZETTI,
have been tncse staged in the republic of France, -~ prominent amongst which
was the sending of a bomb to LPASSADCR HERRWICK at Paris. Attorney FRZD H,
MOCRE, Counsel for the Defense issued a statement In whieh he disavowed any °
syrrathy with anyoné pPerpetrating such a deed but a2lso insinusting that the
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Attorne; 170CRZ, nowever, failed to make reference to the Wmflammatory articles
winich have appeared in FELICANI'S paper "L'AGITAZIONE", which 1s an organ or
the SACCC-VAI'ZETTI DEZ CE CQT.ITT.E and alsc to the articles in the saze
paper severely criticising District Attorney YATZ 2 ard Judge YEBSTER ™ AYEW.
In the issue of "L'ASITATIONE" for September 30, 1921, FILICANI surgested
public demcnstrations throughout the United otetes on October 29, 30 amd 31,
In additior to the sending of the bomd to the American Ambassador st

Paris, the American Lmbassy at Paris has reported that they hzve received

[

gaveral commumications from various organizations throughout France, such acs
CoLAMTIST GROUTS, VIGILANCE CCICIITTZES and TWORKMEN'S UrICKN, RAILROAD snd othe:
BRCTYERTOCDS, requesting the President of the Tnited States to intervere in
behalf of SACOC and VAYZIPTI, wao they term their "Italian brotiers or com-
rades”. \

During the early part of October, in the year 1921, certain radicsl

organizations in the vicirnity of Brest, France Legan to placard tne city with
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Court following a conviction of murder upon the two Italian bandi ts, SAGCO anc

 VAIIZETTI. {ne of these papers announced that a meeting would be called on

October 19th. It is reported by the Arerican Counsel at Bgest that the con-
trolling figure at thils meeting seems to have been ome rISfER, a professed
ararchist of Paris, Tre report goes on to show that about one thousand in-

dividuals vere in attendance at this meeting, some of, or at least tne greate:

-t Mmoo o Y. Y. R o T -oata s a~rndield ses MmAarvmmirend nda awA aviowe
vl LU W WUVULy SvieUiuddilg VY JULVILI Ve ) WEIDT 2VWwdddde vy WWEE 400 GliMWM Qlial ™
chists. After debating +the resolutions of protest the meeting adjourned ancd

the one thousand radicals began a parsde through the City of Brest. Later,
upon the advice of FiSTER they proceeded to the American Consulate where they
demonstrated their displeasures in the action of the American Court by hoots,
thireats and the singing of revolutionary songs. According to the report maie
by the american Consul, the sincing of these songs would indicate the charac-
gr of the ind
fifteen minutes after whican the mob dispersed. The only material damage
dore to tne Consulate, according to the rerport glven, was the svashine of a
few windows. Tne peculiarity ¢f this unfortunate situatlon consists in the
fact that, resorts state, thers was nc pclice interference with the mob nor
was there any attempt on the part of officials tc¢ check the demonstration. TI

is explained by the statement that the City of Brest has always been very poo:

P T SR I tmatrd ane awa At TIMMAan
pouliveu, Vé A bk =3 ~ W o=

i

of the deronstratlion was perhaps unknown to the French officials. The dsr fo
lowing the incident the liayor of Brest 1s repcrted to have called upon the .im
1can Consulate and offered his apclogies in benalf of the municlpality. o1

cials of the French (overnment also expressed thelr recret at the demonstrati
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and reports state that in general the incident was deplored by cltlzens re-
rresenting the better element of France.

There is found in the Buresu file the information that the United
States Irbegey &t London has recelved several commnications from Labor, Commun-
g in

ist and other organlzation gland protesting agsingt the aregution of

sentence imposed upon SACCC and VAIZETfI. These commnications bear the date
of around Ccicber and November cof the year 1921, when it will be remerbered the
agitation carrled by the SACCO-VANZETTI DEFESE COLIITTEE 1n behsalf of these fwo
defendants was at 1ts highest point. Tnese ¢omrunications expressed the belief
that the two convicted men vere lpnocent. Several of the protestants refer to
SACCC and VA ZET?I as comrades., The implicstlion necesssarily follows that the
two men hold the same views in economic and social guestions as those crganiza-
tions wrnich have registered the protest. Among the latter class are the
Paddington'gyanch of the Comrmunisy Party\gf 3reet Britien, and the ratﬁ?hal Undc¢

A
of General Tlorkers.

During the last quarter of the year 1921 there cere several revorts fi
the Arbassador at Brussels stating that several meetings of protest had beern hel
in public under the leadersinip of one JA055£TOTTE, parades have beern staged and
despite efforts of the police some of the paraders nhave endesvored to reach the
Americen Ebbassy wonere shouts of SACCO and VANZETTI have been made., The lmbas
has received several commnications from individuals and lsbor organizations pr
testing against the sentence imposed upon the two men. ihe Erbassy was, for s
short period of time around October and November, 1921, closely guarded by tne
police but outside of the demonsirations given in the form of parades cnd tne

receiving of commnicatisns from sympathizers as mentioned esbove, no demonstra

tions have taken place.
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The American Minister to Switzerland reports that he has received
geversl communications of protest all of wihich have been answered with the
statement that the cortsnts of the commurications have been ¢arefully noted.
It is reported by him that on QOctobsr 27, 1921, a crowd of four hundred com-
minists, lead by ADO{{%&:;E:IE assembled in front of the American Consulate at
Basel, Switzerland, and made & verbal protest aszinst the execution of thelr
mrades SACCO smd VAN ZETTI. After threats of force and violemce 1f the

executions were effected the crowd dlsbanded., —_

—
I

The American Arbassador at the Hague reports the lLegation 1s in re-
ceipt of a mumber of protests from Dutch redicals and communists 1n regard to
the sentences imposed upcn SACCC and VAUZETTI. leetings of protest have been
held in Amsterdam, the Hague and Rotterdasm and decisions have been resched to

take "reprisals". To report of violence uws been raceived. The Leagation was

under cuard dy the police for a few months after the trial of the two defendants

simply as a ma‘ter of precaution.

Protests from radical organizstions have been received by the Americar
Yinister at Stocknolm, Sweden. The protestants are either sccialistic or radi-
cals of the extreme type. Other than orderly meetings where res%lutions of
protest were drawn up, there appears to have been no other demorstr- tions of an
kind relative to SACCO and VATZETTI in the country of Sweden.

I'mited States Minister to Forway reports thst he has recelved several
communications o‘ protest from radical organizations and indivlduals. The
corrunication ‘QID. an anarchist issue, is reported to have carried inflam-
matory and rabid articles with a view of arousing the people to a state cf prott

against the sentences Imposed upon tre tvo defendants. Yo demcnstraticrns havt

been repcrted in Forvay.
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The Amerlcan Minister to Cuba repcrted that in October, 1.21, he
received a comrmunication signed " FEDERAL BOARD_!_}", in whic: a threat was
made that 1f the two convicted men, SACCC and VAYZETTI, were executed the Erm-
bassy at Santiago would be destroyed. As a precautionary matter the Cuban
Police were informed of this threat and the Erbassy was under guard for - short
while. Fo demonstrations, or even public meetings; seer to have taken place
in Cubdba. ,

The imarican linister at Fanama reports thzt one JCEZ &//;RCHKER,
striing himself Secretary c¢f the Interior for the Comrunist Group, addressed a
communication to him protesting sgainst the sentence Imposed upon SACCC and
VATIETTI. Wo demonstrztions have been recorded in Panama in behalf of these
tw defendants.

Prom the Americen Consul at Veraz Cruz, Mexico, in 1921, came the re-
port that & radicel sneet was belng circulated in tnat country for the stimu-
lation of protest meetings in benalf of SACCO and VANZEDTI, condermed to die
in the Tnited States, under the title "The Crime Consummated”. This sheet
sets forth & rabtid and unfair view of the trial at Dedham, Massachusetts,
and fhicn would pernaps lead an otherwlse uninformed readsr under the impres-
sion ﬁhat there had been a serious miscarrisge of Justice. This sheet was
signed by JOEE QARITERO, 32 Battery quare, Bostop, Wassachusetts. (Jose
Marinerc is ar. alias for PFrank R. lopez who, 1t will be recalled, was one of
the active promoters of the SACCO VANZETTI DEFEITSZ CCIZIILTLE at Boston, Mass-
achusetts.) Tne Consul reports that one or two protest cammnications

have been received but thot there nave been no publlec demonstrations,
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From the foregoing it will be sean tnat the case of SACCC and VAF-
'ZETTI has eroused considerable feeling in many of the foreign countries but
this.feeling, as well as all activities and demonstrations growing out of same,
is confined to a restricted class of citlzens in 8ll of the countries, Those
who have corcerned therselves with thls case sre 8ll, in the light of the in-
formation in pcssession of the Bureguare agitators yho have beerp presching ‘
radicalism and commruniam in their respective countries pricr to the convietion
of eltner SACCC or VAU'ZETTI. Tne avsence of any official protest from any
of the countries mentioned above is apparent. The better element in all of
the-e countries have ss yet to make a corplaint agsi:et the action of this
Americsn Court. Practically all of the protests registered have been couched
ir language which would show that the ones ma¥ing same are of the sare class
as SACCC and VAT ZEPTI themselves. Such terms as'bur corraded and "fellov work-
mer!' are frecuent in these articles of protest when the sare makes reference to
SACCC and VAYZETTI. The very fact that police protection has been furrished
in all of the above countries vhere needed against these demcnstrations shows

that the protestants ovn Govermment is not in accord therewith.



mepuriment of Fustice

atreau of Frvestigation

P. 0. Box 239,
423 Federal Building, Boston, Mass.

September 14, 1926. ‘2/

Director,
Bureau of Investigation,

Department of Jwetice, | é/_ [ 9, G .

¥ashington, D. C.

Dear Sir: Attention Division No. 1l.

jf t In re:$sacC0 ana vANZETTI

k.o
N The hearing on the motion for a new trial of Nicola
Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, based on & death cell confession
e of Calestino Madeiros a convicted murderer, was heard on Sept.
13, 1926, in the Superior Court at Dedham, in the County of
Norfolk, Mase. before Judge Webster Thayer.

R _:"3 Enclosed herein you will find copies of the Boston
‘ Post and the Boston Herald for Tuesday, September 14, 1926,

whisrh +roaate {vn Aanmerahaneaioa PAamm AP +ha v Fawand ﬂnn—nnﬂ
Wiiiwdi viTa Ve L1l UMM eiendive 10rm 01 vie J.JLJ.ULII.BI-LUIL uuvu.ubt:u.

by the Government and the defense as well as incidents surround-
ing the hearing of this motion.

I feel sure you will be interested to be advised of
: tre trend of the arguments, particularly because of the fact
- thet your Boston, Mass. office, its personnel,and files alleged
. to be in its possession, have been made the subject of comment
by William G. Thompson representing Secco and Vanzetti.

4
fﬁ Yours very truly,

OHN A. DOVD, SEP 17
— i ;:J::J‘.I&C Special Agent in Charge. r- .- .
R o
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andy M words, was Aefvaed Lo
Mudstrox

Satno #later tn hin affidavil that he

| { Ferdived this confemion fiom ons of the

Uruatier 1o the mil mamed Miller. who
Bunded R to him comcenied hl': may-
8Xime. Hefars ihe rece!pl of Lhe coufes:
Mom, had mid to him,
“Wick. T know who i the Sowth Brala-
tree job.” Thinkine that Madeiros was
SRIT jeking be bafd no attention ‘to
M wnil] Be recdived the conkesmion.
‘Then B tock the mtter up with his’
, Wiklam 3. Thowpeon.

s & resnlt of Basow's nommunication, |
Afterney Toomapson callsd on Madeiros
Rld obtained = mors oomplaie Sito-

Sdavit In this affidavit, Madelros re-
Tared to pamae the marderers, dut said
1y wers Tuabtans. .
As the affidavit was read In wourt
yesiorday by Attoney Herbeet B. hr. |

-Mafdatros atated that on the day of tb-l
Bouth Braintree murdsr ba Waa picked
o by four Italians who came te Wi
boatding place ot b North Main streat, '
Frovidenced, in.& Budeon obén touring

information khout the pey-i

fotml Prom hbm tn the form of A8 Af- o

mann, who 1 kaisting Wr. Thompeon, |,

TR o "
Atiokney TWhrmans of .Bownssl For
fntehios read ap «fMidevit gelling fo
biy wfart and those of Jokn > R

lwald, was what he had read in 4

Dawspapary,

Morelll in an affdayvit given to .
wph L Fasrarl of Cee Mamsschuss
State polics stated Lhat he oaver kn
Mudeiros gnd mever purtichpatsd tn |
Bouth Mraintree holdi-p. He sait
Wit In bz lawver's office on the ¢
of the murder and pevar saw Wesk)

Never Kaow Madeire,
Aecording to an afMidavii el
IMstrict Altorney Winfield M. Wi
and his» assitani. Dudiey P. Rana:
Morelll hrothers, Frank. Pasqui

Tred, sated

ted that they had pever baen
Bouth Brainiree Fred mld tust &
ng B afitre month of Aprl. KR,
m In Providenca jail, {n dafauh
ree  brothets mid that W

Morel!l hed not lived in Provider
for 14 yaats aad that, 1o the betr

oAr. To get
1971, ho Suid the party drove to Bogton | eIz bellel, Jou was in the county |
nnd stopoe? mt m milcon im Amdrew | 4UFINK the entirs month of April,
weuare. He hud met the four be wapl 19 Bouth Braintree holdup was per,
rwn or three nights previously in u . (7Aed.  They all refumed to make
Pravidence saloos whan thay parmuaded ATHdavit, so that Mr. Ranney and )
sim %o ktcombany them. He was then WLULAE ware sbilged to pake one tha
J30Ivea Ln order Lo gel thelr teptimo

A tlon for & bew trisl.  Next in im-
poriants

They returned to Bouth Braintres!
Abomt noon. Two men did the abootina,
When the party broke up, they sgresd
io rastl Madsiroa tn a Providence
saloon the heXt hight e divide the
stolim payroll amounting to more thpn
64 000, but the othera did pol oeme.

the shooting, Madeirom msahl
he remalned in the Pack of the omr
with a Colt aytomatle but di4 not
ues it. He was told he was to ho‘dr
bacly the erowd In case a rush was
made. Mike the oidemt man 418 the}
shooting and planned the holdup.

Bacco ahd Vaneeit! heé hothine to da
with [, ba_ mid, peither a4 nenld‘
Chapman.  On the afdavit. Madairos,
wTote 1 hly &Wn handwrling (hai he)
Enew the st names of the four men
but pefused to discloss them.

‘This lo the principal pleca of evidence
that the defence relies on for mos

i au wibdevit froza Jamge
Woesks, who wis Implicated in  the
Madsiros
apd who i now serving a Ilfn squtense
tn for hin part In that

orime.

In hia esdavit e mmitsd tat
Madeiros, 'when thay wers planning
e Wrattham heldup, teld bim thnt
tha Morelli sang ¢f Providencea was
with him (o the Bouth Braintrea
balap.

i

The Wrentham Bresk

“Weaks said ha xXnew the gang. that
Joseph war ibe leader and that tha
brotivecs,

4

drww Gyodre m\ the corner of Sowth-
mmpton strest and Dorchesisr avenus.
Bouth Boston. a short time bafors Lhe

rohbery,

Madatros, ke 3a!d. remarked Lhat It ws
strange he should ba In the very har-
room which he vislled when be wis on
ihe Bouth Bemintree job.

#ome time before the Wreniham
braak, be sald he was at the Blue Dird
Baruns

giri nwmsd Teasts, who had recently
best brought 4o the house. Madsiros,
he sald. was employsd as & bouncer,
apd threatensd to bump them all off
if they attempied to take the girl, Ma-!
deiros mald the gang had  double-;
crossed hin Once O m Job.

Wesks wsald that Madelros  often
talked about the Bason Vansetti job
with him.

Othars to whom Madsiros made aé-
misions soncerning the Bovth Brafn-
1ires holdupt wers Barney B. Monterlo
and hia wifs, who eonducted the Blue-
hird Tnn, Their affidavits showsd that
Madeiros toid them d{Bat Bagco mnd

I8 years old. by
Says He Wag at Shuoting 1 e defense stresmed the nid aiven -

prosecution by the department of h
tire and soughe 16 sscure the Inform
ton contalned Ln the gavernment 11
nt Poston, but this was denied 1hbe
Attorpey Thompson endesvored (o |
&n order from “Altorncy Genernl B
£ert, bul the Jatter neglected (o re;
Lo bis letter.
Letter to Sargent

‘This letter, dated July 3 Imst, a3
in part;
~"At the sugegstion of Senator But

am writing _yos to Inguire whath
Mr Wihllam J. Weel, now a Spec
Aucgt of the Department of Justles
Teslon, may be avthorizad to taik wi
e cancerning ths Bacco- Vanasit) cas
whd to show e whitever _focdaren
ané correspendence wrd on Tibe 'in
office dea'ing with the iInvest'gatio
made by the Boston agenis before, dy
lug and after the trinl of Bacco =
Vapxettl, which occultred in Jume &
July, 1ML

“Om July 1 188, 1 100k an affida:
of Mr.' Fred J. Wevand, who wax
upecial Wgent of the depariment

the trial of Bacco and -Vanxzettl, bug
now a apschal Agent of the Atiorne
Qeneral's office of the State of Mal
His affidavit tends 10 Indi*ate 1t
ihsre wan & close co-operaitor betve
the Boston agents of the deanrtmne
Ity Mr Wasl, and Mr. Katzmar
the district attorney, In Lhe prosecut:
of #acco and Vanzetl, and also th
there wid at least consduernlle dou
Ln the minda of some of the {ocal ager
of the departmeht whether Sareo n
Vanmetil wete gulilyx of murder,
merely of belng raflicals
“Mr. Wayand refers Lo ¢orsespon
ence and Peporfa. the opriginals -
duplicales of which are still on flo
the Boaton offlce. It would bs of gre
asafetance to me In eplablishing wh
1 believe 10 be the truth In this matt
If 1 tnlght have access to thoae flen

. whith sccurred on Nov. I 1B |— -
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Bureau of Fuvestigation .
P. 0. Box 239, * -
4.3 wederal building Boct on, lMess. ‘-

Sestember 16, 1936.

Director,
Bureau of Investigation,

Leparinent of Justice,
washington, 2. C.

Dear Sir: attention Zivision he. 1.

Irn re* SACCO and VANZETTI

Encloseé hereir you will find copy of the Zoston
Praveller for Sept. 15th and copy of the Bosion Post for
Set. 16, 1926, 11 re above sutjects, which treats can=
prehensively of tlhe ar¢uments set farth by counsel for
ti.e defense.

Yours very truly,
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TUDGETHAYER
POSED UPOY
ESH]

“1J _ 0
Officials, Bacco Cou
“ wel Declares

Jugs Wabstar Thayer, who
five yoars nat on a court bench v
legui ‘babiies batwean attorneys
Nicola®8acte and Bartslomes
jeotel ol district dtedtye of
| tome went on, was osed "
tool the feders] officlals,”
cording to Atty, William G. Thy
son, stnior defense copnsel,
opened his arguments for & new
for the convicted men in Ded
cooxt today. *

uval examples of

hich are &dvertued'

fequest. If u thing

E sclliog days, 50%

en to a charitable

nel windows ! Black
. eds,

HEFDBED UPON
Atty. ﬁwmrn galid thare vaa
t that ke court was gr
former Dist. -
* That indlvi

o N A - } - e

. ive shoes ' n b
- - Thompaon smid, was piaying “his
- R -J| of & bargaln with United Slaies off
} . . . . when ho exaniined Sacco on fadionl
- p This agresment was ‘o order &
- . . svidenos agninst Baceo and hie ra

| - mesocintas,

. ' wumatances “he wonid have pere
h-nl.! e be & to0] of the Pfedarsl
. Ay, Thompmm In s pralim

apetch 10 the court botnu he baga
srguments, promised that ha woul

;2 uel former Inat.-Aity, Kalsman,
- preparsd and prosecuted the
l'lll]l‘ Bacca mnd Vanzeit). H

s depariment of justics agent
rated with Katzman

He prafuced hix formal ATEUTDS
(Cuntinasll sa Fago Tty -tewr, Col
p———

h;:;:
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States—Madeiros of Acute Pm

saying that Aswt-Dist-Atty. Dudisy P. wsiolen
Rannay ai€ not prepars the wiigiasl woods.
osse. pguinst the two prisomers, aad
conasquently was fot mvolved in sy
way in placing & man named Carbone

Ynk to the other three,
Was preash!

son aak#, "Who [» the worss mure
derer, the man who shoota and takes
the tOLMGUINCM and doss Dot by 19
throw them on anyone sles, or the masn|™
who drhws $ a day from his goverh~

eafe. The other la dangerous’
To whoin Thompaon refarrsd In this
h was Mt brought ont The

indicted, much les

that it would be 4 goad 1 to
Bacco and Vanastil “'out nt”:h?wu,ﬂ‘-‘
»A differant pleturs of Madeires will
appear st thia trial than was ‘pressntsd
at his own trial,” he mald “Wo ses
Madeiros bulMing 35 garages, yunniag
bank scoounts and fencing with s law-
yor of falrly wide sxperiencs for tws
hours and a half (n order bot Lo tmpll-
ocste bls sascclaten, although

1o tmplicate bimesl! i the Scuth Brain-
tres orime.

dents tz warrsnt & wapdictt

MADEIROS DEE
then

'UmumrbyumSumommm

ment and triss to conmvicl meh are tnnooent.”

lu'mmn.muwhh‘::‘:"; It tha govwrament .l
order to satisty his ohlef, who wants he caretully and Bonestly with-
™o be Dominated President of the United 178% the ultesicr purpose of briping &n-

Btates wnd maks sope monsy. One & other governmant enforce He ws, ag-
co and Venwtti would Dave
oot .

paregrap

;‘ehbl:f" mentioned. howaver, I thought( o/ m.u.:l vm:.la“,'w“

o ba & fOrmer attormey-gumersl B s grand fery.

Ve mavan, | oy PR orere a1 o vy
Atty. Thompuon referted 1o the w.',-_ wemally pressnted for holding = SUS-

and & Lentherman arfidavits, in one of | Pected man M v

which W conialned ‘the statement préaentsd It to = patty jury, oo

poL That iu tha thas we have hare™,
CRINED

o -'.-‘-.l- .|
_ Bay Siate Baverly

AY,
Mayer Wikkam B.
aavlcut

cramer o
Saverty, M. d., has aant e WAyt
wibikam ol Baveriy, Mt
-

b

ol faovmeus Migw Jarwey
T™e

7 Attantis Chy.” The Teks wt Chy
E I - the frult, wad
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